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| HEAVENLY FOOTMAN, | 


or, a Deſcription 4 F 
| Max's that gets to Py 
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f that: wicked Balaam could ſay, Let 
© me die the death ot the righteous, and 


© let my laſt end be like his: yet for all 
this there are but very few that do obtain 


that ever to be deſired glory, inſomuch 


that many eminent prof; dropt ſhort 
of a welcome from God into this 1 
place. The apoſtle, therefore, becauſe he 
did deſire the ſalvation of the Corinthians, 


to whom be writes this 5 N WY 
- A*2 


Fou ſo run, 2 C. vi. Some run thro? 


K 
n in theſe words; : ſuch 1 5 which, 
Ii. taken, would be for their help and — 


vantage. 
Firſt, Not ö be wicked, and fit fill 


and wiſh for heaven, but to run for it.“ 


' Secondly, Not to content themfelves 
| with every kind of running : but, faith he, 
© So run that ye may obtain. #cc. xii. - 


. vii, At if l Thowla ſay, Some, 
'- becauſe they would not loſe their. ſouls, 


they begin to run betimes, they run apace, 
they run with patience, they run the mga | 


way, Mat. xiv. 26. '1\Cor. iv. EN 


ou ſo run. Some run from both father, 
mother, friends, and companions, 2 
this that they may have the'crown. - Do 


temptations, afflictions, good report, evil 


1 report, that they may win the pearl. Do 


you fo. tun. So run chat ye =o ob- 
Kein.“ 

Theſe 3 are "taken from men's 
running for a wager; a veryſapt ſimilitude 


to ſet before the eyes of the ſaints of the 
Lord. Know ye not that they which 


run in a race, run all, but one obtains 


4 © the prize? 801 run chat ye 1555 obtain. 


* 


h 5 Ns "OSS." wn 
That wt not only run, but be care: Yon. l 
| win as well as run. Bo Fs Re NT FA 
1 obtain , l 8. 
I ſhall not need to make any great ado 1 
in opening the words at this time, but 
ſhal rather lay down one doctrine that I 
do find in them; and in proſecuting that 
I ſhall ſhew you, in — — N Ho. 
| rope of — EW | f 


. * 
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They that will have heaven, they muſt 
tun for it; I fay, they that will have heaven 
they muſt run for it. I beſeech you to heed 
it well. Know ye not that they which run 
in a race, run all, but one Ades the 
prize? So run ye. The prize is heaven, 
| 5 if you will have it, you muſt run for 
You have another ſcripture for this 
| 7 the xiith of the Hebrews, the iſt, 2d, 


and zd verſes, © Wheretore ſeeing alſo 23 
faith the apoſtle, © that we are compaſſed 
about with fo great a cloud of witneſſes, 
let us lay afide every weight, and the fin 

9 5 N doth fo Aar beſet us, and let us run 
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wich patience the race that | is ſet before 


— r 


Fo us. And let us run, ſaith he. 


Again, faith St. Paul, 1 1 not as 
| uncertainly, ſo fight I, &c. 


1 5 before . 0 any father, 


Fit, FLBPING. 2 


: Obſerve, that this running is not an 


ordinary, or any fort of running, but it is 


to be underſtood of the ſwifteſt ſort of 
running; and therefore in the ſixth of 


the Hebrews it is called a fleeing. © hat 


© we might have ſtrong conſolation, who 
© have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the 
© hope ſet before us. Mark © Who have 
a fled.” It is taken from the xxth of Jo- 
Hua, concerning the man that was to 


flee to the city of refuge when the aven- 
ger of blood was hard at his heels to take 


vengeance on him for the offence he had 


4 


committed; therefore it is a running or 
fleeing for one's life. A running with 


all might and main, as We. uſe to fay. 
0 run. | x 4 


* * 


Second, Passen. | 


Secondly, "This runnir in another 5 


Place is ca ed A preſſmg, Phil. iii. 14. I 
* preſs towards the mark; which ſignifieth 


not at any | difficulties they meet 
witk, Hut preſs, crowd, and thruſt thro? 


all that may ſtand between heaven and 
their fouls. 80 run. "hs 


- 


LO hird, ContikumnG. N 


This! running is called i in another place © 
a continuing in the way of life, Col. i. 14. 
< If you continue in the faith grounded and 


£ ſettled, and be not moved away from the 
s « hope of the colpel of Chnit.” Noi to run 


Ffittle now and then, by tits and ſtarts, 


or half way, or almoſt thither, but to run 


for my life, to run through all difficultles,. — BY 1 
and to continue therein to the end of the 


race, which muſt be to the end of my life. 
_ © $0 run that ye may obtain.“ And the 
4 reaſons 85 this paint + are theſe: 8 


4 
. — 
28 


* 


that they who will have heaven muſt 


5 


8 E 
Firſt, Becauſe all or every one that 
runneth doth not obtain the prize; there 


_ , © be many that do run, yea, and run far too, 


who yet miſs of the crown that ſtandeth 
at the end of the race. Ye know that all 

that run in a race do not obtain the vie- 
tory; they all run, but one wins. And ſo 


it is here; Luke xiii. 1 Tim. ii. 5. It is 


not every one that runneth, not every one 
that ſeeketh, nor every one that ſtriveth 
for the maſtery, that hath it. Tho' a 
© man do ſtrive for the maſtery, faith Paul, 
© yet he is not crowned unleſs he ſtrive 
© lawfully;* that is, unleſs he fo run, and 
ſo ſtrive, as to have God's approbation. 
What! Do you think that every heavy- 
heeled profeſſor will have heaven? What! 
every lazy one? eyery wanton and fooliſh 
profeſſor, that will be ſtopped by any thing, 


kept back by any thing, that ſcarce run- 


neth fo faſt heavenward as a {nail creep- 
eth on the ground? Nay there are ſome 
profeſſors do not go on fo faſt in the way 
of God as a ſnail doth go on the wall, 
and yet theſe think tihar heaven and hap- 
pineſs is for them; but itay, tiere be many 
more that run than there be that obtain; 


- 
„* 


i 


© open to us, I will fay, I know you not, 1 | 
= depert, Ke. O ſad will the ſtate of holy 


1 — wr 


88 be that will have heaven mu | 
run MEG; 8 
- Secondly, Becauſe you kid that tha 
man do run, yet if he do not overcome, 
or win, as well as run, what will they be 
the better for their running? They will 
get nothing. You: know the man that 


runneth he doth do it that he may win * 


the prize; but if he doth not obtain it; he 
doth loſe his labour, ſpend his pains and 


time, and that to no purpoſe: I ſay, he | 


getteth nothing. And, ah! how many 
ſuch runners will there be found at the day 


of judgment; even multitudes that have 


run, yea, run fo far as to come to heaven's 


gates and not be able to get any farther, 
but there ſtand knocking, when it is too 


late, crying, Lord, Lord, when they have 
nothing but rebukes for their pains. * De- 


Spart from me, you come not here, you 


come too late, * 8 run too lazily, tge 
door is ſhut.. . hen once the maſter of 
© the Houſe is riſen up, ſaith Chriſt, and 


hath ſhut the door, and ye begin to ſtand. 


© without and toknock ſaying, Lord, Lord, 


Ma, 


de that run and miſs; therefore if you 
will have heaven you muſt run for it, and 
ſo that ye may obtam. 
urdly, Becauſe the way is long, 
(1 ſpeak metaphorically) and there is 
many a dirty ſtep, many a high hill, mach *_ 
Work to do, à wieked heart, world and 
devil to overcome: TI Tay,” here are many 
ſteps to be taken by thoſe who intend to 
be ſaved, by running or walking in the 
+ ſteps of that faith of your father Abraham. 
Out of Egypt thou muſt go through 
the Red ſea, thou muſt run a long and 
tedious journey, through the vaſt howl- 
ing wilderneſs, before thou come to the 
land of promiſe. | - 5 9 
Fourthly, They that will go to hea- 
ven, they muſt run for it; becauſe as the 
way is long, fo the time in which they are 
to get to the end of it is very uncertain: 
the time preſent is the only time ; thou 


B 


. haft no more time allotted thee han that 


thou now enjoyeſt, Prov. xxvii. It Boaſt 


not thyſelf of to- morrow, for thou know- 


© eſt not what a day may bring forth. Do 
not ſay, I have time enough to get to 
heaven ſeven years hence: for | tell thee 


* 


. os 110 
the bell may toll for thee before OK. days 
more be ended; and when death co w 
away thou muſt go, whether thou art — 
provided or not; and therefore look to it, 
make no delays; it is not good dallying 
with things of great concernment, as the 
ſalvation or damnation of thy ſoul. You 
know he that hath a yu way to go in a 
little time, and leſs by half than he thinks 
of, he had need run for it. 
Fifthly, They that will have heaven, 
they muſt run for it, becauſe the devil, 
| the law, fin, death, and hell, followeth 
them. There is never a poor ſoul that i is 
oing to heayen, but the devil, the law, 
n, death, and hell, makes after that ſoul. 
2 Pet. v. 8. © The devil, your adverſary, 
a roaring lion, goeth about, ſeeking 
n whocd he may rl, ag And I will aſſure 
5 the devil is nimble, he can run apace, 
is light of foot, he hath overtaken | 
many, he hath turned up their heels, and 
hath given them an everlaſting fall. Alſo _ 
the law, that can ſhoot a great way, have 
+ a care thou keep out of the reach of thoſe - 
great guns, the ten commandments. Hell 
alſo hatha wide mouth, it can * It= - 


— 


a 


7 


* 


( 12 


| ſelf farther than you are aware of; and as 
the Angel ſaid to Lot, Gen. xx. Take 
71 © heed, look not behind thee, neither tar- 


© ry thou in all the plain (that is 5 
© where between this and heaven) f 


thou be conſumed;”: ſo ſay I to thee, 


Take heed, tarry not, leſt either the devil, 
hell, death, or the fearful curſes of the aw | 
of God do overtake thee, and throw'thee 
down in the midſt of thy fins, ſo as never 
to riſe and recover again. If this were 

well conhdered; then thou, as well as I, 

wouldſt ſay, They that A ary heaven 
muſt run for it. 


Sixthly, They that will 20 to mn muſt 
run for it, becauſe * perchance the gates of 


heaven may be ſhut ſhortly.” Sometimes 


ſinners have not - heaven's gates open to 
them ſo long as they ſuppoſe; and if they 
be once ſhut” againſt a man, they are fo 
heavy that all the men in the world, nor 
all the angels in heaven are not able to open 
them, Rev. iii, 7. I ſhut, and no man 


can open, ſaith Chriſt. And now if thou 


ſhouldſt come but one quarter of an hour 
too late, I tell thee it will coſt these an 
eternity to hewail thy miſery in, Francis ' 
Spira can tell thee what it is to ſtay til! 
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| the gate of mercy be quite * or to run 
ſo lazily that they be "hut before thou get 


within them. What! to be ſhut out? 


_ What! out of heaven? Sinner, rather than 
loſe it, run for it, yea, and ſo run that 
thou mayeſt obtain. 

Laſtly, Becauſe if thou loſe, thou loſeſt 
all; thou loſeſt ſoul, God, Chriſt, heayen, 
eaſe, peace, &c. - Beſides, thou layeſt thy- 
ſelf open to all the ſhame, contempt, and 
reproach that either God, Chriſt, ſaints, 
the world, fin, the devil, and al can lay 


upon thee, | Luke xiv, 28, 29, 30, &. 
As Chriſt faith of the f foi | 
will I fay of thee, if thou be ſuch a one 


iſh builder, ſo 


that runs and miſſeſt; 1 ſay, even all that 
$9 ill begin to mock at thee, ſay- 
his man began to run well, but 
c was not” able to finiſh.” But more of 
this anon. | 
Dneft. But bow ſhould a poor teal do 
to run? For this very thing is that which 
afflicteth me ſore, (as you ſay) to think 
that I, may run, and yet fall ſhort, Me- 
thinks to fall ſhort at laſt, O it fears me 
greatly! 1 tell me, therefore now 1 
ſhould tun. 8 


„„ 14). 
95 | 45 That Fa. mayeſt indeed be ſatis- 
. fied in this particular, "conſider my fol- 
& lowing ng,” 


* % 
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If thou would'ſt ſo run as to obtain the 
kingdom of heaven, then be ſure that 
thou get into the way that Jeadeth thither: 
for it is a vain thing to think that ever 
thou ſhalt have the prize, though thou 
runneſt ever ſo faſt, unleſs. thou art in the 
Way that "Teads"to it. Set the caſe that 
there ſhould be a man in London that 
was to run to York for a wager; now tho 
he run never ſo ſwiftly, yet if he run full 
ſouth, he might quickly run himſelf out 
of breath, and be never the nearer the 
prize, but rather the farther off. Juſt ſo 
is it here, it is not ſimply the runner, nor 
yet the haſty runner, that winneth the 
crown, unleſs he be in the way that lead- |} - 
eth thereto. 15 have obſerved, N 2 little 
time which I have been a profeſſor, that 
there is great running to and fro, ſome 
this uy and ſome that way, yet it is 


; 


vy 
| 


I am rhe. 
no man co | 
So then thy buſineſs is (if thou wouldeſt 
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to be feared; moſt of them are. out of the” 
way; and then, though they run as ſwift 
as the eagle ©: can fly, ey, are benefited no- 
thing at all. 1 5 
Here one runs a Quicking, ö N 8 
Ranting; one again after me Baptiſm, 
and another after the Ilndependency: hereꝰs 


one for Free- will, and another for Preſ- 
byrery; and yet poſſibiy moſt of alf theſe 


ſects run quite the Wrong way, and yet 


every one is for his life, his ſoul, either 
for heaven or hell, 


If thou now ſay, which is. the wa $1 1 wo” 
tell hee it is Chri "ie on 0 "the _ 
Son of God. Jeſus: faith, John: xiv. 6, 
the truth, and the life; x 
An to the father but by me.“ 


have ſalvation) to ſee if Chriſt be thine, 
with all his benefits; whether he hath co- 
vered thee with his righteouſneſs, whether 


behath ſhewed thee that thy ſins are waſhed 


away with his heart's- blood, whether thou 


art planted into him, and whether thou 
have faith in him, ſo as to make a life out - 
of him to conform thee to him; that is 
uch faith as to rn that chou art 


Es, 


WHY” 1: 
a becauſe Chriſt is thy nene 
ouſneſs, and ſo conſtrained to walk with 
him as the joy of thy heaft, becauſe be 


 . - faveth thy ſoul. An for the Lord's fake 


take heed, and do not deceive thyſelf, and 

- think that thou art in the way upon too 
ſlight grounds: for if thou mils the way, 
thou wilt miſs of the prize, and if thou. 
miſs of that, I am ſure thou wilt loſe thy 


ſoul, even that foul which is 9 5 more 


than the whole world. 

But T have treated more largely « on this 4 
in my Book of the LO Covenants, and 
therefore ſhall paſs It now; only I beſeech 
thee to have a care of thy ſoul, and, that 


\ | /thou mayeſt ſo do, take this counſel. 


e Miſtruſt thine own ſtrength, and throw 
It away; down on thy Knees in prayer 
to the Lord for the irt of truth; Tearch 
his word for dn rection 3 ths Bedbbere 
company; keep company with the ſound- 
eſt Chriſtians, that have moſt experience 


of Chriſt; and be ſure thou have a care 


of Quakers, Ranters, Free- willers; alſo 
do not have too much company with ſome 
Anabaptiſts, though I go under that name 
myſelf. 1 tell Une this is a ſerious at 


ET ²˙¹m th Es. AA 2 4. 
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ter, and I fear thou will ſo little regard 
it, that the thoughts of the worth of the 
thing, and of thy too light regard of it, 


doth even make my heart ake whilſt I am 


writing to thee: | "The Lord teach thee the - 
way by his ſpirit and then I am ſure thou 
wilt know it. So run, 


Only by the way Tet me bid thee have 


a care of two things, and. ſol ſhall paſs 0 | 


the next thing. 
Firſt, Have a care of relying, on the out- 


ward obedience to any of God's com- 
mands, or thinking thyſelf ever the detter 


in the fight of God for that. 
Secondly, Take heed of fetching peace 
fa thy ſoul. from an inherent rightcoul- 
neſs, But if thou canſt believe thaf * as 
© thou art a ſinner, ſo thou art juſtified. 
© freely by the love of God, thro' ha re- 


* demption that is in Chriſt? and that 
God ler Chriſt's ſake 1 forgiven thee, 
not becauſe he ſaw any thi 


ag done, or to 
be done, in or by thee, A move him there 
unto to do it; for that's the nght way, 
the Lord put tber! into 16 and ED thee 


in it. 
By 


FFF 
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As thou ſhouldſt get into the way, ſo 
thou ſhouldſt alſo be much in ſtudying 
and muſing on the way. You know men 
that would be expert in any thing, they 
are uſually much in ſtudying of that 
5 thing and ſq likewiſe it is with thoſe who 
quickly grow expert in any way; this 
therefore thou ſhouldſt do: let thy ſtudy 
be much exerciſed about Chrift, who is 
the way; what he is, what he hath done, 
and why he is what he is, and why he 
| hath. done what he bath done; as why 
dhe took upon him the form of a ſervant,” 
Phil. ii, * Why he was made in the 
© likeneſs of men, why he cried, why he 
© died, why he bore the ſins of the world,” 

2 Gor. v. 21.; why he was made fin, and. 
why he was made righteouſneſs ; why he 
is in heaven in the nature of man, and 
what he doth there? Be much in muſing 
of theſe things; be thinking alſo of theſe 
„ places which thou muſt not come near, 
but leave ſome on this hand and ſome on. 
that hand; as it is with thoſe that travel 


ä . 19 * ; 
into other countries, they muſt leave ſuch . 
a gate on this hand, and ſuch a buſh on 
that hand, and go by ſuch a place, where 
ſtandeth ſach a thing: thus therefore thou 
muſt do, Avoid fuch things which are 
expreſsly forbidden in the word of God, 
Prov. v. Withdraw thy foot far from 
her, and come not nigh the door of her 
houſe, for her ſteps take hold of hell, go- 
ing down to the chambers of death,” 
Prov. vii. And fo of every thing that is 
not in the way, have a care of it; that 
thou go not by it; come not near it, 
have nothing to do with it. So run, 


of, Try Trp, Diazcriox. | 
Not only thus, but, in the next place, Fe 


thou muſt ſtrip thyſelf of thoſe things 
that may hang upon thee, to the hinder. 


ing of thee in the way to the * T 
of heaven, as covetouſneſs, pride, luſt, or 


whatever elſe thy heart may be-inchning _ 
unto, which may hinder thee in this hea- 


venly race. Mea that run for a wager, if 
they Ns to win as well as run, they Tay 
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do not uſe to incumber themſelves, or car- 
ry thoſe things about them, that may be 
an hindrance to them in their running, 
1 Cor. ix. 15. Every man that ſtriveth 
for the maſtery, is temperate in all 


things.“ That is, he layeth aſide every 


thing that would be any wiſe a diſadvan- 
tage to him; as ſaith the apoſtle, eb. xii, 
I. © Let us lay afide every weight, and 
the ſin, that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and 
© let us run with patience the race that is 
© ſet before us.“ It is but a vain thing to 
talk of going to heaven, if. thou let thy 


heart be incumbered with ſomethings that 


would hinder. Would you not ſay that 


ſuch a man would be in danger of loſing, 


ſtones, hang heavy garments on his ſhoul- 
ders, and great lumpiſh ſhoes on his. feet? 
So it is here, thou talkeſt of going to hea- 


ven, and yet filleſt thy pocket with ſtones, 


(i. e.) filleſt thy heart with this world, 


though he run, if he fill his pockets with 


let'ſt that hang on thy ſhoulders, with its. 


profits and pleaſures : alas, alas, thou art 


all things, Thou muſt ſo ru. 


” „ „„ IAG „„ 


widely miſtaken; if thou intend to win | 
dd muſt Tip, that thou muſt lay aſide 
every weight, thou muſt be temperate in 


n 
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Beware of bye- paths, take heed thoti 
doſt not turn into theſe lines which lead 
out of the way. There are crooked 
paths in which men go aſtray; paths that 
lead to death and damnation, but take 1 
heed of all thoſe, Ja. lix. 8, Prov. iii. 
17, Prov, vii. 25, Some of them are 
dangerous becauſe of practice, ſome be- 
cauſe of opinion, but mind them not, 
mind the path before thee, look right before 
thee, turn neither to the right hand nor the 
left, but let thine eyes look on, even right 
before thee, Prov. iv. 26, 27. P "Bs 
the paths of thy feet, and let all thy ways. 4 
be eſtabliſhed. © Turn not to the right 
hand nor to the left. 
far from evil.” This c 


gemove thy foot 
fel being not 
ſo ſeriouſly taken as given, is the reaſonenn 
of that ſtarting from "opinion to opinion, 
reeling this way and that way, out of 
this lane into that lane, and ſo miſſing the 
way to the kingdom. Tho' the way to 
heaven be but one, yet there are many . 
crooked lanes and by - paths ſhoot down 
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upon it, as I may ſay. And again, not- 


withſtanding the kingdom of heaven be 
the biggeſt city, yet uſually thoſe bye- 


paths are the moſt beaten, moſt travellers 


go thoſe ways; and therefore the way to 


heaven is hard to be found, and as hard 
to be kept in, by reaſon of theſe. - Vet 
i ig is in this caſe, as it was with 


the harlot of Jericho, 72/5. i. 28; ſhe 
had one ſcarlet thread tied in her window, 
by which her houſe was known; ſo it is 


here, the ſcarlet ſtreams of Chriſt's 


© blood run throughout the way to the 
© kingdom of heaven ;'. therefore mind 


that, ſee if thou do find the beſprinkling 


of the blood of Chriſt in the way, and 


if thou do, © be. of good cheer, thou 
art in the ri 


right way; but have a care 


thou beguile not thyſelf with fancy, for 
then thou may'ſt light into any lane or 
way; but that thou may'ſt not be miſtaken, 


conſider, though it ſeem never ſo pleaſant, 


yet if thou do not find that in the middle 
of the road, there is written with “ the 


ce heart blood of Chriſt, that he came into 


the world to fave ſinners, and that we 
a are juſtified, though we are ungodly;“ 


Fg 
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(23) 
- ſhun that way; for this it is which the 
_ "apoſtle meaneth when he faith, « We 
have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt 
by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and 
« living way which he hath conſecrated 
« for us, thro? the yei), that is to ſay, his 
ce fleſh,” How eaſy 4 matter is it in this 
our day, for the devil to be too cunning 
for poor ſouls, by calling his bye- paths 
te way to the kingdom ? If ſuch an opt. 
nion or fancy be but cried up, by one or 
more, the inſcription being ſet upon it 
by the devil [ This is the way of God}, 
how ſpeedily, greedily, and by heaps do 
poor ſimple ſouls throw away themſelves 
upon it; eſpecially if it be daubed over 
with a few external i&ts of morality, if ſo 
good? But this is becauſe men do not 
know painted bye- paths from the plain 
way to the kingdom of heaven. They 
have not yet learned the true Chriſt, and 
what his righteouſneſs is; © neither have 
c they a ſenſe of their own inſufficiency,” 
but are bold, proud, preſumptuous, ſelf⸗ 
| © conceited, And e | 
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Do not thou be too much in looking 
100 high in thy journey heavenwards. 
Vou know men that run a race do not uſe 
to ſtare and gaze this way and that, nei- 
ther do they uſe to caſt up their eyes too 
| high, leſt haply, through their too much 
gazing with their eyes after other things, 
they may in the mean time ſtumble, and 
catch a fall. The very ſame caſe is this, 
if thou gaze and ſtare after every opinion 
and way that comes into the world; allo 
if thou by prying over much into God's 
_ ſecret decrees, or let thy heart too much 
entertain queſtions about ſome nice, fool - 
iſh - curioſities, thou may'ſt ſtumble and 
fall, as many hundreds in England have 
done, both in Ranting and Quakery, to 
their own eternal overthrow, without the 
marvellous operation of God's grace be 
ſuddenly ſtretched forth, to bring them 
back again. Take heed therefore; fol- 
lo not that proud and lofty ſpirit, that, 
devil-like, cannot be content with his 


n 


. own ſtation. David was of an excellent 


IJpirit, where he faith, P/al. exxxi. 1, 2 
Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine 
ce eyes loftv, neither do I exerciſe myſelf 
in great matters, or things too high for 
<. me. Surely I have behaved and quieted 


<« myſelf as a child that is weaned of his 


« mother: my ſoul is even as a weaned _ 
ce child.“ D0 thou ſo run. ; Nr R N 


£ 
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Take heed that you have not an ear 


open to every one that calleth after you, 
as you are in e journey. Men that run, 
vou know, if any do call after them, ſay- 


ing, I would ſpeak with you, or go not 


too faſt, and you ſhall have my company 


with you; if they run for ſome great 


matter they uſe.to ſay, alas, I cannot ſtay, 
I am in haſte, pray talk not to me now; 
neither can I ſtay for you, I am now run- 


ning for a wager : If I win, I am made; 


if I loſe, I am undone, and therefore hin- 
der me not. Thus wiſe are men when 
they run for GIN things, and thus 


. | ( 26 55 | | 
fhouldeſt thou do; and thaw haſt more 
cauſe to-do ſo than they, foraſmuch as they 
rua but for things that laſt not, but thou 
for an incorruptible glory. I give thee 
notice of this betimes, knowing that thou 
+ ſhalt have à new call after thee, even the 
devil, ſin, this world, vain company, plea- 
ſures, profits, eſteem among. men, eaſe, 
pomp, pride, her with;an-innumer- 
able 8 ſuch companions; one 
erying, ſtay for me; the other ſaying, do 
not leave me behind; a third faying, and 
take me along with you. What will you 
go, ſaith the devil, without your fins, 
pleaſures, and profits —are you ſo haſty ? 
Can you not ſtay and take theſe along with 
vou. Will you leave your friends and 
companions behind you? Can you not do 
as your neighbours do, carry the world, 
ſin, luſt, pleaſure, profit, eſteem among 
men, along with you? Have a care thou 
does not let thy ear now be open to the 
tempting, enticing, alluring, and ſoul- 
entangling flatteries of ſuch fink-ſouls as 
'theſe are. My ſon,” faith Solomon, if 
. finners entice thee, conſent thou not,” 
Prev. i. 11. 
* You know what it it col rg young man 


a4 3 
5 abich Solomon ſpeaks of in the 7th of the 
Proverbs, that was enticed by a Harlot. - 
With much fair ſpeech ſhe won him, 
9 c and cauſed. him to > Yield, with the flat- _ 
« tering of her lips ſhe forced him, till he 
. « went after her as an ox goeth to the 
« ſlaughter, or as a fool to the correction 
« of the ſtocks,” even fo far, & till the dart 
« ſtruck through his liver, and knew not 
« that it was for his life. Hearken unto 
ee me now therefore,” faith he, «:Q:ye _ 
. children, and attend to the words of m 
„ mouth, let not "thine heart decline to 
e her ways, go not aftray in her paths, for _ 
„ (he hath caſt down many wounded, 
tc yea, many ſtrong men have been flain 
« (that is kept out of heaven) by her; 
„ her houſe is the way to hell, going 
« down to the chambers | of Death.” 
Soul, take this counſel, and ſay, Satan, 
ſin, lutt, pleaſure, profit, pride, friends, 
companions, and every thing elſe, © let 
me alone, come not nigh me, for I am 
66 G84. f for heaven, for my ſoul, for 
God, tor Chriſt, from hell, and ever- 
* laſting damnation ; if L win, I Wia all; 
and if 1 loſe, I loſe all; let me alone, for | 
J will not hear. 80 run. 8 
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In the next place, be not daunted tho 
thou meeteſt with never ſo many diſcou- 
ragements in thy journey thither ; that 
man that is reſolved for heaven, © If Sa- 
tan cannot win him by flatteries, he will 
& endeavour' to weaken him by diſcou- 
„ ragements,” ſaying, thou art a ſinner, 
thou haſt broke God's law, thou art not 
elected, thou comeſt too late, the ihe of 
grace is paſt, God doth not care for thee, © 
thou art lazy, with an hundred other ſug- 
geſtions.; and thus .it was with David 
where he faith, P/al. xxvii. 13, 14, © I 
Chad fainted unleſs I had believed to ſee 
© the loving kindneſs of the Lord, in the 
© land. of the living.“ As if he ſhould fay, 
the devil did ſo rage, and my.hegt was 

fo baſe, that had] judged according to my 

-_ own ſenſe and feeling, I had been abſolute- 
ly diſtracted, but I truſted to Chriſt in the 
promiſe, and looked that God would be 
as good as his. promiſe, in having mercy 
upon me, an unworthy ſinner; and this 


'« 


3 


* 


is that Which encouraged me, and kept * 
me from fainting. And thus muſt thou 
do when Satan, or the law of thine o /m 
. conſcience, do go about to diſhearten thee, 
either by the greatneſs of thy ſins, the 
wickedneſs of thy heart, the tediouſneſs 

of the way, the loſs of outward enjoyments, 


the hatred that thou wilt procure from 


the world, or the like; * then thou muſt 
© encourage thyſelf with the freeneſs of 
© the promiſes, the tender- heartedneſs of 
« Chriſt," the merits of his blood, the 
0 freenels of his invitations, to come in, 
© the greatneſs of the ſin of others that 
© have been pardoned, and that the-ſame 
God, through the ſame Chriſt, holdeth 
5 forth the ſame: grace as free as ever.“ 
If theſe be not thy meditations thou wilt 
draw very heavily i in the way to heaven, 


if thou do not give up all for loſt, and ſo 


knock off from following any farther ; ; 
therefore I ſay, take heart in thy Journey, 
and ſay to them that ſeck thy deſtruction, . 
* r:30ice not againſt me, O my enemy, 
«© for. when 1 fall I ſhall riſe; when I fit in 
. 3 the Lord ſhall be a light ano 
me.“ Mica vii. 8. So run. 
0 3 
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Taxe heed of being offended at thẽ eroſs 
mat thou muſt go by before thou come to 
heaven. You muſt underſtand (as I have 
already touched) that there-is no man that 
|  goeth to heaven but he muſt go by the 
croſs: © the croſs is the ſtanding way- - 
© mark, by which all they that go to glory 
< muſt paſs by.? * 
We muſt through much tribulation 
© exfter into the kingdom of heaven. Vea, 
A © and all that will Jive godly in Chrift Je- 
© ſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution,” Alis xiv. 
22, 2 Tim. iii. 12. If thou art in thy way 
to the kingdom, my life for thine thou 
wilt come at the croſs ſhortly (the Lord 
grant thee thou doſt not ſhrink it at it ſo, 
2s to turn thee back again.) If any man 
will come after me, (faith Chriſt) let him 
© deny himſelf, and take up his croſs daily 
«and follow me,” Luke ix. 23. The 
croſs. ſtands, and hath ſtood from the be- 
1 ginning as a Way · mark to the kingdom 
ok heaven, You know if one alk you the 


A. bridge, or ſuch ike 


— 


„„ 

2 way to ſuch a | place, you for the better 
direction do not only ſay, this is the ways 
but then alſo fay, oy muſt go by ſuch a 


ſuch a buſh, tree, 
why, ſo it is here, 


art thou inquiring the way to heaven? 


gate, by ſuch a 


Why, I tell thee, Chriſt is the way; in- 


to him thou mult get, into his rightcouſ- 
neſs to be juſtified; and if thou art in him 
thou wilt preſently ſee the croſs, thou — 

go cloſe by it, thou muſt touch it, nay, 


thou muſt take it up, or elſe thou wi t. 


quickly go out of the way that leads to 
heaven, and turn up ſome of thoſe crooked | 
Janes that lead down to the cee of 


death. 


How THOU MAYBST KNOW THE Cass, 
br THESE Six Tas. Rn 


{ 


4. It's known in the doing of juſtifi- 


cation. 2. In the doctrine of mortification. 


3. In the dodtrine of perſeverance. 4. iRSnn 
ſelf-denial. 5. Patience. 6. Communion Og 


= 


Vith poor ſaints. 
Firſt, In the doctrine of juſtification, | 


I there; is a great l of the croſs in vue. 3 
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Po "A forced to ſuffer the deftruQion by 


of his own righteouſneſs, for the righte- 
ouſneſs of another. This is no eaſy matter 


for a man to do, I aſſure you it ſtretcheth 


every. vein. in his heart before he will be 
brought to yield to it. What, for a man 
©to deny, reject, abhor, and throw away 
© all his prayers, tears, alms, keeping of 
< Sabbath, hearing, reading, with the reſt, 
in the point of juſtification, and to count 
them accurſed, and to © be willing, in the 
very midſt of the ſenſe of his fins, to 
throw himſelf wholly upon the righte- 
© ouſneſs and obedience of another man, 
© abhorring his own, counting it as deadly 
© fin, as the open breach of the law; [ 
ſay to do this indeed and in truth, is the 
biggeſt piece of the croſs, and therefore 


Paul called this a ſuffering; where he 


faith, And I have ſuffered” the loſs of 
© all things, Pbil. iii. (which principally 


Was his righteouſneſs) © that I might win 


« Chriſt, and be found in him, not having 
but rejecting) my own righteouſneſs,” _ 


That's the firſt. | 


_ Secondly, In the doctrine off mortifica-. | 
tion is alſo much of the croſs. Is it no- 


„ 
thing for a man to lay hands on his vile 
opinions, on his vile ſins, of his boſom- 
ſins, of his beloved, pleafant darling fins, 
that ſtick as cloſe to him as the fleſh; 
ſticks to the bones? What, to loſe all 
theſe brave things that my eyes beh6jd, 
for that which I never ſaw with my eyes ? 
What, to loſe my pride, my covetouſneſs, 
my vain company, ſports and pleaſures, 
and the reſt? I tell you this is no eaſy 
matter, if it were, what need all chats | 
prayers, ſighs, watchings ? What need we 
be ſo backward to it? Nay, do you not 
ſee, that ſome men before they will ſet 
about this work, they will even venture 
the loſs of their ſouls, heaven, God, 
Chriſt, and all? What means elſe all theſe 
delays and put offs, ſaying, ſtay- a little - 
longer, 1 am loath to leave my fins while 
I am fo. young, and in health. Again, 
What is the reaſon elle that others do it 
ſo by the halves, coldly and ſeldom, not- 
withſtanding they are convinced over and 
over; nay, and alſo promiſe to amend, 
and yet all's in vain. I will affure you, 
© to cut off right hands, and to pluck out 
© right eyes, is no pleaſure to the fleſh.” 


e | 

_ Thirdly, the doctrine of N 
is all croſs to the fleſh, which is not only 
to begin, but for to hold out, not only 
to bid fair, and to ſay, Would I had hea- 
ven! but fo to know Chriſt, to put on 
Christ, and walk with Chriſt, ſo as to 
come to heaven. Indeed it's no great 
matter to begin to look for heaven, to 
begin to ſeek the Lord, to begin to 
nun ſin; O but it is a very great mat- 


© ter to continue with God's approbation.” - 


Numb, xiv. 24. My ſervant Caleb, 
| Faith God, is a man of another ſpirit, he 
c hath followed me, (followed me always, 
he hath continually followed me) fully, 
- * he ſhall poſſeſs the land.“ Almoſt all 
the many thouſands of the children of 
IIrael, in their generation, fell ſhort of _ 
N 3 when they walked from 
Egypt towardg the land of Canaan. In- 
deed they went to work at firſt pretty - 
willingly, -but they were very ſhortwinded, 
they were quickly out of breath, and in 
their hearts they turned back vga into | 
Feypr. | 
| It is an eaſy matter for a man to run 
hard for a (part, for a {OY for a * 


5 
0 OE 
or two; O but to hold out for a bullied, . 
for a thouſand, for ten thouſand miles, 
that man that doth this he muſt look to 
meet with a croſs, pain, and wearineſs to 
the fleth, eſpecially i if as he goeth he meet- 
eth with briers and quagmires, and other 
- incumbrances, that maten his journey. ſo 
"A 855 the more painful, 

ay, do you not ſee with your eyes yy 
daily, that perſeverance is à very great 

part of the croſs, why elſe do men fo ſoon 
grow, weary ? I could point out many, 
.that after they have followed the ways of 
God about a twelvemonth, othets it may 
8 Shs and four (ſome more and 
ome leſs} years, they have been beat out 
of wind, Rats takeſi up their lodging and 
reſt before they have got Raff way to hea- 
ven, ſom̃e in this, 2 in that ſin, 
and have ſecretly, tay, ſometimes open 
ſaid, that the way is too ſtrait, he race 
too long, the religion too holy, 


: 
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., 


not hold-out; N o no farther. 
t 


| And ſo likewiſe he other three, viz. 2k 1 
patience, ſelf-denial, communion, ane 
| communication with - and to the el 
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it is an eaſy matter to deny another man, 
but it is not ſo eaſy to deny one's ſelf; to 
deny myſelf out of love to God, to his 
goſpel, to his ſaints, of this advantage, and 
of that gain, nay, of that which otherwiſe | 
I might lawfully do, were it not for offend- 
ing them. That ſcripture is but ſeldom 
read, and ſeldomer put in practice, which 
; faith, I will eat no fleſh while the world 
© ſtandeth;if it make my brother to offend,” 
I Cor. viti. 13. Again, We that are 
© ftrong ought to bear the jnfirmities of 
© the weak, and not pleaſe ourſelves,” 
Rom. xvi. 1. But how forward, how 
haſtily, how peeviſh and ſelf reſolved are 


= generality of the profeſſors at this day ? 


Alſo how little eonſidering the poor, un- 

Jeſs it be to ſay, Be thou warmed and fil- 
led? But to give is a ſeldom work.; alſo 
eſpecially to give to any poor; I tell you 
all things are croſs to fleſh and blood; 
and that man that hath but a watchful 
eye over the fleſh, and alſo ſome con- 
ſiderable meaſure of ſtrength againſt it, 
he ſhall find his heart in theſe things like 
_ unto a ſtarting horſe, that is rid without a 
_ curbing bridle, ready to ſtart at every 
k +2 | | 
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| thing that is offenſive to him; vez and 


oy to run 1 100 wi os * mes 


'- 


were it 15 25 the my 5 we . 


one profeſſor, we mould have twenty ; 


” Al, this N that Is | it which. aner 


Some men, as 1 ſaid before, when. 


they come at the croſs, then they gan go 


no arther, but back again to their ſins the 
muſt go. Others they ſtumble at it, ws 
break their necks ; others again when they 
ſee the croſs is approaching, they turn a- 
Gde to the left hand, or to the right hand, 
and ſo think to get to heaven. other way, 
but they will be deceiyed.; or all that 


4 will live boah. in Cha Jeſus, ſhall 


* (mark) be ſure to ſuffer porſecution,? 
2 Tim, iii, 12. There: are but Few. 
— * they come at the croſe cry, Wel 


come crols, as ſome of the u. 5 did 


to the ſtake they were burned at, There: 
fore if thou meet with the croſs in 4 
journey, in what manner ſoever it be, 
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I 48 now:? But rather take courage, 
knowing that by the croſs is the way to 


the kingdom. Can a man believe in 
Chriſt, and not to be hated by the devil? 


Can he make a profeſſion of this Chriſt, 


and that ſweetly and convincingly; and 


the children of Satan hold their tongue ? 


Can darkneſs agree with light ?* Or. the 

devil endure that. Chriſt :Jeſus ſhould be 
honoured both by faith and a heavenly. 
converſation, and let that ſoul alone at 


quiet ? Did you never read, that the dra- 
gon ' perſecuted the woman ? Rev. xli. 


And that Chriſt ſaith, In the world ye: 
Hall pave e Jobs xvi. 30. 5 


— — 


Tax Nr Dinzcrion.. DAS 


Bes of God that ha cn do theſs two 
„ things for thee : Firſt, *Enlighten thine 


© uriderſtanding ; and ſecondly, [::flame 


thy will; If thefe two be hut effeCtualiy” 


done, there is no fear but thou wilt £0 


fate to heaven. 
One of the great reaſons why men and 


women do fo me Fre! the one. ad 
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is, becauſe they ſee fo little of it; and the 
reaſon why they ſee fo little of it is, be- 
cauſe they have their underſtandings dar- 
kened; and therefore ſaith Paul, Do not 
vou believers walk as do oth:r Gentiles, 
© even in the vanity. of their minds, hav- 
ing their underſtandings darkened, be- 
+ ing alienated from the life of God thro” 
© the- ignorance (or fooliſhneſs) that is in 
FF © them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
heart, £ph. iv. 17, 18. Walk not as 
thoſe, run not with them; alas} poor 
ſouls, they have their underſtandings dar- 
kened, their hearts blinded, and hg the 


reaſon they have ſuch low thoughts of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt;and the falvationof their 
fouls. For when men do cometo ſee the 
things of another world, what a God, 
What a Chriſt, What a heaven, and what 
an eternal glory there is to be enjoyed; 
alſo when they ſee that it is poſſible for 
them to have a ſhare in it, I tell you it will 
make them run through thick and thin 
to enjoy it; Moſes having a fight of this 
hecauſe his underſtanding was enlightened, 
Heb. xi. 243, 25, 206, 27. © He feared not 
— © the wrath of the king, but choſe rather to 
, 1 88852 


1 
t fuer. aAiftions with the people f 
© God, tan to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin 

for a feaſon. He refuſed to be called 

| © the fon of the king's daughter; ac- 
counting it wonderful riches to be counted 
worthy of ſo much as to ſuffer for Chriſt 
with the poor deſpiſed ſaints ; and that 
was, becauſe he ſaw him who was inviſi- 
ble, arid had reſpeR ünto the recompenſe 
of reward. And this is that which the 
apoſtle Uſually prayeth for in his epiſtles 
for the 5 N Eþh. i. 18. That 
_ *they-mi Bar is the hi of. 
6 * God's 8 a and the riches of the 
lory of his inheritince in the faints, 

nd that they might de able to dompre- 
3 with all the ſalnits, Chat is the 
© breadth; and length, and depth, and 
© height, ang to know the Tove of Chriſt; 
© which paſſeth knowledge,” E Eph. ti. 18; 

19. _ Pray'thefefore; that God would en- 
' lighten thy underſtanding; that will be 
A very great help unto thee. It wilt 
| Thi thee endure many a hard brunt for 
Chriſt 3 as Paul faith, * After you werd 
e endured a great fight of 
& 8 ou took Joyful the ſpoil 


) 


* 8 : 
v1 ing of: your 1 knowing: i in a your- | 
© ſelves that ye have in heaven à better 
© and an eriduring ſubſtance, Hab. x. 33> 
34, 35» 36. If there be never ſuch a rare 
jewel lie juſt in a man's way, yet if he ſees. 

| it not, he will rather trample upon it than 
_ ſtoop for it, and it is becauſe he fees it 
not. Why ſo it is here, though heaven 
be worth never ſo much, and thou haſt 
never ſo much need of it, yet if thou ſce 
it. not, that is, have not thy underſtandiug 
opened or enlightened to ſee, thou wilt 
oy 5, af at all; therefore ery to the 
| aue enlightening grace, and fay, Lord, 
en my blind eyes; Lord, take the veil. 
off my, dark Wt, ſhew me the things of 
the other world; and let me fee the ſweet- . 
neſs, lory, and. excellency of DP for 92 
Chri * ſake, iT his 1s 2 55 a 


Tue e Dizeerion, : 


Cry to God that he Jeoule inflame wy 
will alſo with the things ot the other wortd;. 
for when à man's will is tully ſet to do „ 
ſuch or ſuch a 5 then it muſt be a a 


— en ee an es nao — 
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V 
very hard matter that ſhall hinder that man 
From bringing about his end. When Paul's 
Will Ray reſolvedly to go up to Jeruſa- 
lem, (though it was fignified to him before 
what he ſhould there ſuffer) he was not 
daunted at all; nay, faith he, I am rea- 
dy, (or willing) not only to be bound; 
© but alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the name 
doof the Lord Jeſus,” As xxi. 11, 12, 13. 
His will was inflamed with love to Chriſt, 
And therefore all the perſuaſions that 
could be uſed wrought nothing at all. 
Pour ſelf-willed people nobody knows - 
what to do with them; we uſe to ſay, 
He will have his owti will, do all what 
"ooo can. Indeed tq have ſuch 4 will for 
heaven is an admirable advantage to a 
man that undertaketh the race thither ; a 
man that is reſolved and hath his will fix- 
, faith he, I will do my beſt to advan- 
tage myſelf; I will do my worſt to hin- 
der my enemies; 1 will not give out as 
long as I can ſtand} I will have it, or, I 
will loſe my life ; © tho? he kill me, yet will 
J truſt in him, Fob xiii. 5. I will not let 
« thee go except thou bleſs me, Gen. xxxii. 
326,” I Will, I Will, 1 Will, O this bleſſed 


ö 


inflamed Will for heaven? What is like 
- it ?, If a man be willing, then any argu- 
ment ſhall be matter of encourggement ; 
but if unwilling, then any.argument ſhall 
give diſcouragement 3/this is ſeen both in 
ſaints and ſinbers; in them that are the 
children of God, and alſo thoſe that are 
the childyen of the devil. 
Firſt, The ſaints of old, they wg 
Willing and reſolved for heaven, what 
could ſtop. them ? Could fire and fagot, - , N 
ſword or halter, ſtinking dungeons, whips, \ | 


bears, bulls, lions, cruel racking ſtone- 5 | 
ings, ſtarving, nakedneſs, &c, = DEE | 


Nom. viii. 37, and in all theſe things they 
were more than conquerors,” thro” him 
that loved them; who had alſo made them 
willing in the day of his power. 1 
Secondly, See again on the other ſide, . 
the children of the devil, becauſe they are 
not willing, how many ſhifts, and ſtarting 
holes will they have. I have married 4 
wife, I have a farm, I ſhall offend 'my _ , 
landlord, I ſhall offend my maſter, I ſhall. * 
loſe my trading, I ſhall loſe my pride, my 
pleaſures, I ſhall be mocked and ſcoffed, 
therefore I dare not come, Ih faith.andy, | 


i 


( 44 ) | 
her, will ſtay till L am older, till I am \ got 
a little aforehand in the world, till I have 

done this, and that, and the other buſineſs. 
But, alas! the thing is, they are not wil- 
ling; for were they but ſoundly willing, | 
theſe, and a thouſand ſuch as theſe, would 
hold them no fafter than the cords held 


Samſon, when he broke them like burnt 


flax, Fudg. xv. 14. Itell you, THE-WILL. 
Is ALL ; that's one of the chief things 
which turns the wheel either backwards 
or forwards; and God knoweth that fell 


well, and fo likewiſe doth the devil, and -. a 


therefore they both endeavour very much: 


to ſtrengthen the will of their ſervants: -- 


God, he is for making of his a willing 
people to ſerve him; and the devil, he doth 
what he cin to 'poſleſs the will and affec- 
tion of thoſe that are his, with love to fin; .. 
and therefore when Chriſt comes cloſe to 
the matter, indeed, faith he, you will not 

come to me- How often would Ihave ga- 
thered youas a hen gathereth her chickens, 
but ye would not,” Lukexiii. 34. The devil 


had poſſeſſed their wills; and ſo long as 1 


was ſure enough of them. O therefore ery. 
hard to God to inflame. th wi will for hea- 
ven and Chrilt, They will, I ſay if that 


* 


e | ( 45 ) | er. 1 
be rightly ſet for heaven, thou wilt not 


be beat off with diſcouragements: aid | 


this was the reaſon, that when Jacob 
wreſtied with the angel, though he leſt a 
limb, as it were, and the hollow of his 
thigh was put out of joint as he wreſtled 
with him, yet, ſaith he, I will not (mark, 
J will not) let thee. go, except thou bleſs 
me, Gen. xxxii. 24, 23, Get thy will tipt 
with the heavenly grace and reſolution 
againſt all diſcouragements, and then thou 
oeſt full ſpeed for heaven: but if thou 
faulter in thy WII I, and be not found 
there, thou Wilt fun hobbling and halting 
all the way thou runneſt, and alfo'to be 
ſure” thou wilt fall hört at laſt. The 
Lord give + wirt and courage. 
Thus have I done with directing thee 
how to run to the kingdom; be ſure thou 
keep in memory what J have ſaid unto 
thee, leſt thou loſe thy way. But becauſe 
I would have thee think of them, take 
all in ſhort in this little bit of paper, 
_ \Firſt, Get into the way. 2. Then ſtudy 
don it. 3. Then ſtrip, and lay aſide every 
thing. that would hinder- 4. Beware of 
bye-paths. '5: Do not gaze and Mare tos 


(646 5 „ 
matt about thee, and be ſure to ponder 
the path of thy feet. 6. Do not ſtop for 
any that call after thee, whether it be the 

World, the fleſh, or the devil, for all theſe 
Will hinder thy journey if poſlible. 7. Be 
not daunted with any diſcouragements 
thou meeteſt with as thou goeſt. 8. Take 
heed of ſtumbling at the croſs. And, . 
Cry hard to God for an enlightened heart, 
and a willing mind, and God give thee a 
proſperoug journey. 
Vet before I do quite take my leave of 
thee, ler me give thee a few motives along 
with thee. It may be they will be as good 
2s a pair of ſpurs to prick on thy n 2 
; heart 1 in this rich voyage. | 


THe Fancy MorTivs. + 


. Conſider there is no way but this, thou 
mult either win or loſe : If thou winneſt, 
then heaven, God, Chriſt, glory, eaſe, | 
peace, life, yea, life *ternal i is thine ; thou. 
muſt be made equal to the angels in hea- 
ven, thou: ſhalt forrow no more, ſigh no 
more, oe 1 no more pain 3 thou ſhalt be 


\ 


Cd; Ne 


out of the reach of fin, hell, death, the 


devil, the grave, and whawer elſe 'm 
endeavour thy hurt: But contrariwiſe, a 


if thou loſe, then thy loſs is heaven, - ag ; 


God, Chriſty eaſe, peace, and whatever 
elſe which tendeth to make eternity com- 


fortable to the ſaints ; beſides, thou pro- 


cureſt eternal death, ſorrow, pain, black- 
neſs and darkneſs, fellowſhip. with devils, 


together with the de We ee * 


of wy own FO. 


Tus 3 Morivz. 


Conſider that this Jun: this hell, death, 


and damnation followeth after thee as 
hard as they can drive, and have their 


commiſſion ſo to do by this law, againſt 
which thou haſt ſinned, and therefore lor 


the ur 10 fake nao haſte. 


- 
* 


Tur Trump Morws. 20 


If they ſeize upon thee before thou get 
to * * of reruges vey: will put an & 


* 
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verlafting ſtop to thy; journey. This alk 
ies. 1 . 


>. 


Tus rovaru Moriys. 
"Know alſo, that now heaven-pates, the 


5% heart of Chriſt, with his arms; are wide 
open, to receive thee. O methinks' that 


this conſideration, that the devil follow- 


eth after to deſtroy, and that Chriſt ſtand- 
eth open armed to receive, ſhould makg 


thee reach out and fly with all haſte md 
peed And ee, 


Tus pl Morzvx. 


Keep thine eye upon the prize, be ſurg 
that thy eyes be continually upon the pro- 
fit thou art like to get. The reaſon why 
men are apt to faint in their race to hea- 


ven, it lyeth chiefly | in either of theſe two 


things 

F ird, They do not ſeriouſly conſider 
the worth of the prize; or elſeif they do, 
hey art afraid it is too good for hem: 


» 
#4 
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4.45.) - 
But moſt Joſe heaven for want of RY 
dering the price and the worth of it. And 
therefore, that, thou may*'ſt- not do the 


like, keep thy eye much upon the excel- 


lency, the ſweetneſs, the beauty, the com- 
fort, the peace that is to be had there by 
thoſe that wine the prize. This is that 
which made the apoſtle run through any 
thing; good. report, evil report, perſecu- 
tion, affliction, hunger, nakednels, peril 


dy ſea, and peril by land, bonds and 


impriſonments: alſo it made others en- 
dure to be ſtoned, fawn aſunder, to have 
their eyes bored out with augurs, their 
bodies broiled on gridirons, their tongues 
cut out of their mouths, boiled in cauld- 
rons, thrown to the wild beaſts, burned - 


at the ſtake, whipt at poſts, and a thou- 


ſand other fearful torments, while they. . 


looked not at the things that are ſeen, 


(as the things of this world), but at the 
wy that are not ſeep : for the things that 

cen are temporal, but the things that 
= not ſeen” are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
O this word ETERNAL, that was it 
which made them when they might have 
had deliverance, "oy would not accept 
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y of it, Rom. i. 35. For they knew in the 


world to come they ſhould have b better 


reſurtection. 
Secondly, And do not let the though ts 


in thy heart, this is too good for me; 

I tell thee, heaven is prepared for whoſs- 
ever will accept of it, and they will be 
entertained with hearty good welcome: 
Conſider therefore, that as bad as tho 
have got thither; thither went {cru 
beggarly Lazarus, &c. nay, it is. prepare. 
for the. poor; Hearken my beloved hre- 


 thren, faith James, (take notice of it) iy 


not God choſen the poor. of this world 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom o 


James ii. 5. Therefore take heart and tun 


man. 
. HE Str MoTivs. 


"Think much of them that are 102 
before. Firſt, How readily they got into 
the kingdom. Secondly, How ſafe they 
are in the arms of IEsus; would 
be here again for a thouſand worlds? Or 


i they were, would they be afraid that 
3 


| „ ; 
God would not make them welcome! 5 
Thirdly, What they would judge of thee, - 
if they knew thy heart began to fail thee ' 
in thy journey, or thy fins began to allure 
thee, or to perſuade thee to ſtop thy. race ? 
would they not call thee a thouſand fools ; 
and ſay, O that he did but fee what we 
dee, feel what we feel, and taſie of the 
dainties that we taſte of. O, if he were 
one quarter of an hour to behold, to ſee, 
10 feel, to taſte, and enjoy but the thou- 
ö fand part of what we eryoy ! Wbat would 
he do! What would he ſuffer ! What 
would he leave undone | Would he fa- 
vour 6n.? Would he love this world be- 
low ?. Would he be afraid of friends, of 
ink at the moſt fearful threatenings that 
the reren tyrants could? invent to give 
bim? Nay, thoſe who have had but a 
night of tleſe things by faith, when” they 
have been as far off from them as heaven 
from earth, yet they have been able to ſay - 
wih a comfortable and merry heart, as 
the bird that ſings in the ſpring, That 
this and more fhall not keep them from 
running to heaven. Sometimes, when my 
baſe heart hath 1 7 iaclining to this 
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world, and to leiter in my journey to- 


wards heaven, the very conſideration of 


the glorious faints and angels in heaven, 
What they enjoy, and what low thoughts 
they have of the things of this world, to- 
gether how they would befool me, if they 


did but know that my heart was drawing 


back, hath” cauſed me to ruſh forward, 
to diſdain theſe poor, low, empty, beg- 


garly things, and to ſagto my ſoul, Come 


ſou], let us not be weary ; let us ſee what 
this heaven is; let us even venture all 
for it, and try if that will quit for coſt. 
Surely Abraham, David, Paul, and the 
reſt of the ſaints of God, were as wiſe as 
any are now, and yet they loſt all for this 


_ glorious kingdom. +» O therefore throw 


away - ſtinking Tuſts, follow after righte- 
ouſneſs, love the Tout Jesus, devot 

thyſelf unto his fear, Pll warrant thee be 
will give unto thee a goodly recompenſe. 


Reader, what ſay'ſt thou to this? Art. 
thou reſolved to follow me? Nay, reſolve 


if thou canſt to get beſpre me. So run, 
that ye may obtain. fy 


11 


Tun SEVENTH. Morzyss We 


" To encourage thee a little farther, Set 


to the work, and. when thou haſt run 


ſelf down weary, then the Lord Jeſus wilt- 
take thee up and carry thee ; - is 'not this 


enough to make any poor ſoul begin this 
race ? Thou (perhaps) erieſt, O but Tam 


feeble, I am lame, &c. Well, but Chriſt | 
hath a boſom, conſider. therefore when 


thou haſt run thyſelf down weary, he will 


put thee in his boſom. © He ſhall gather 


his lamb, with his arms, and carry them 
in his boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe 


that are with young, Id. xl. 11, This 
is the way that fathers take to encourage 


their children, faying, Run, ſweet babe, 
till thou art weary, and then I will take 
hee up and carry thee, He will gather 


| his lambs with his arms, and carry them 
in his boſom; Nw ** are N 2 | 


Mall 19 55 15 
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Or elſe he will convey; new ſtrength 
from. heaven into thy ſoul, which * be. 
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„as well. The youths ſhall faint and de 
_ weary, and the young men ſhall utterly” 


* 


fai; but they that wait upon the Loxd 
ſhall renew their ſtrength ; they ſhall 


mount up with wings like cagles, they 
ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall 
walk, and not be faint,* Ja. xl. 30, 31. 
What ſhall I fay beſides what hath al- 
ready been ſaid ? Thou ſhalt have good 
and eaſy lodging, good and wholeſome 
diet, the boſom of Chriſt to lie in, the 

joys of heaven to feed on: Shall I ſpeak. 
of the ſatiety, and of the duration of all 
theſe? Verily, to deſcribe them to the 
height, is a work too hard for me to-do, 


Tak Nix TH MoTive. 


Again, methinks the very induſtry of 
the devil, and the induſtry of liis ſervants, 

Kc. ſhould make you that have a defire 
to heaven and Happineſs to run apace. 
Why, the devil, he will loſe no time, ſpare 
no pains, neither will his ſervants; both 
do ſeek the deſtruction of chemſelves and 
others, and ſhall not we be 2s induſtrious 


6 


for our own icin ion? ſhall the world ven. | 


ture the damnation of their ſguls dor a poor 
corruptible crown; and ſhall not we ven- 
ture the loſs of a tew trifles for an Remi 
crown? Shall they venture the loſs of eter- 
nal friends, as God to love, Chriſt to re- 
deem, the Holy Spirit to comfort; heaven 
for habitation, ſaints and angels for com- 
pany, and all this to get and hold communi- 
on with ſin, this world, and a few baſe, drun- 
ken, ſwearing, lying, covetous wretches, 
like themſelves ? And ſhall we not labour 
as hard, run as fait, ſeek as diligent, nay, 
a hundred times more diligently, for the 
company or theſe glorious, eternal friends, 
though with the loſs of ſuch as theſe, nay, 
with the loſs of ten thouſand times better 
than theſe poor, low, baſe, contemptible 
things? Shall. it be ſaid at the laſt day, 
That wicked men made more haſte to- 
wards hell, than you did make to hea- 
ven? That they ſpent more hours, days, 
and that early and late for hell, than thou 
ſpent for that which is ten thouſand times 


better ? O let it not be fo, but run. with 
all might and main. 
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thing, though but little. Now I come. 
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hath been'faid, and ſo conclude. 
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© You ſee here, that he that will. g to. 
heaven, he muſt run for it; Yea, an not 


lajd) fo tun earneſtly, to run continually, 
to ſtrip off every thing that would hinder 
him in his race with tlie reſt; well then, 


do ſo run. 


” - » 


1. And now let us examine a litt 


Art thou got into the right way? Art thou 


in Chriſt's righteouſneſs? Do not ſay yes 
in thy heart, when in truth there is no 


ſuch matter. It is a dangerous thing, you. 


know, for a man to think he is in the 
right way, when he is in the wrong. It is 
the next way for him to loſe his way, and 


: ; 


OS] Thus you ſee, I have here ſp;ken ſore- 
to make ſome uſe and application of What. 


only run, but ſ6-run, that is, (as. I have, 


not only ſo, but if he run for heaven, as 
thou ſayeſt thou doeſt, even to loſe that 


this is the miſery of moſt men ! 
To perſuade themſelves that they run 
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right, when they never had one foot in 
the way! the Lord give thee underſtand- 
ing here, or elſe thou art undone for ever. 
Pr'ythee, foul, ſearch when was't thou 
turned out of thy fins and righteouſneſs, 
into the righteouſneſs of. Fefus Criſt? I 
fay doft thou ſee thyſelf in him? And is 
he more precious to thee than the whole 
world? Is thy mind always muſing on 
him, and alſo ts be walking with him ? 
Doſt thou count his company preciouſer 
chan the whole world? Doſt thou count 
all things but poor, hfeleſs, empty, vain 
things without communion with him? 
Doth his company ſweeten all things? 
And his abſence embitter all things; 
Soul, I befeech thee be ſerious, and lay it 
tocheart, and do not take things of ſuch 
weighty concernment, as the ſalvation or 


damuation of thy ſoul, without good 


ground. '. | Te FE 

2. Art thou unladen of the things of 
this world, as pride, pleaſures, profits, 
luſts, vanities.? What doſt thou think to 


run faſt enough, with the world, thy ſins, 


and luſts, in thy heart? I tell thee, foul, 
they that have laid aſide every weight, 
every. ſin, aud are got into the nimbleſt 
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 þbſture, they find work enough to run 
'fo to run as to hold out. 

To run through all that oppoſition, all 
the: joſtles, all theſe rubs, over all them 
ſtumbling- blocks, over. all them ſnares; | 

trom all thoſe entanglements, that the 
devil, ſin, the world, and their own hearts 
lay betore them. I tell thee, if thou art 
going beaven ward, thou wilt find it no 
ſmall, or eaſy Matter. Art thou therefore 
diſcharg'd and unladen of theſe things ? 
Never talk of gbing to. heaven if thou ar: 
not. It is to be feared 010 wilt be found | 
among the many that will eck to enter in, 
#90 No Hot be able. Tale xiii. 24. 


: 
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i tai A ah the next place, what will 


become of them- that are grown, weary 
before they are got half way thither ? 
Why, man, it is he that holdeth out ta 
che end that muſt be ſaved; * it is he that 
oyercometh, | that ſhall inherit all things; 
*tis not every one that begins.” AGRIPPA 
eaſe + a fair ſtep for A W he ſtept 


almoſt into the boſom of Chriſt ia ef; 
than half an hour. Thou,“ ſaith he to 
Paul, thou haſt almoſt perſuaded me to be 
a Chriſtian, A, xvii. 28. Ah! but it 
was but almoſt; and fo he had 4s good 
have been never a Whit; he | pt fair in- 
deed, but yet he ſtept ſhort; he was hot 
while he was at it, byt was quickly out. 
of wind. O this but almott ; I tell you, 
this but almoſt, it Toit his ſoul. MetHinks 
I have feen ſometimes how thoſe poor 
wretches that get but almoſt to Heaven, 
how. fearfully their almoſt, an their but 
almoſt, will torment them in hell, When 
they ſhall cry out in the bitterneſs of the 

foul, ſaying, Almoſt a Chriſtian, 1 was 
almoft got into the kingdom, almoſt ou! 
of the hands of the deyil, ajmoſt out 9 

my fins, almioft from under the curſe of | 

od: Almoſt, and that was all, alinoft; 

ut not aſtopether, O that 1 ſhould be 

almoſt at heaven, and ſhould not go quit 

through ! Friend, it is à fad thing to fit 
down befofe we are in Maßen, and to 


of reft ; and if it ſh6gld be thy caſe; I am 
fure thou doſt not ſo ran as to brain, 
But again, n . 


grow weary before ve come io the plice = 
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In the next place, What then will be- 


come of them, that ſome time ſince were 
running poſt. haſte to heaven, inſomuch 
that they ſeemed to outſtrip many) but 
now are running as faſt back again: Do 


ou think thoſe will ever come thither? 


What! to run back again, back again to 
ſin, to the world, ta the devil, back again 
to the luſt of the fleſh. ow © [t had been 
better for them not to have known the 
way to righteouſneſs, than after they have, 
known it, to turn (to turn back again 
from the holy commandment,” 2 Pet. ii. 
21,.22. Thoſe men ſhall not only be 


damned for fin, but for. profeſſing to all 
the world, that fin is better than Chriſt, 


for the man that runs back again, he doth 
as good as ſay, I have tried Chriſt, and [ 
have tried fin, and I do not find fo much 
profit in Chriſt as in fin. I ſay, this man 


declareth this, even by his running back 
again. Ofad! what adoom will they have, 


who were almoſt at heaven-gates, and 
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then run back again! If ay man drawek; 


back, faith Chriſt, my ſoul ſhall have N 
pleaſure i in him,” Heb. x. 38. Again, No 
man having put his band to the re; 
(that is, ſet forward in the ways of God,) 
and looking back, (turning back again) is 
fit for the kingdom of heaven.“ And if 
not fit for the Kingdom of heaven, then for 
certain he muſt needs be fit for the fire of 
hell; And therefore, (faith. the apoſtle) 
thoſe that bring forth. theſe apoftatizing 


fruits, as, briers and thorns, axe rejected, 


being nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to 


be burned,” Heb. vi. 8. O there is never 


. -- 


(men how ſhall they. eſcape, that reje& 


another Chriſt to ſave them by bleedin 
and dying for them! © And if they neg] 


and turn their backs upon) ſo great 5 
vation? And if the fighteous, (ihat is, 


that run for- it, will find work enough pu | 


get to heaven,) then where will the un- 
| go 8. backſliding finner appear,” Hab. ii. 


if Judas the traitor, or Francis Spira 


Js backſliger, were but cow alive i in 

world to whiſper theſe. men in the ear 2. 

little, and well them what it eoſt their 

ſoulè for backſliding, n it would * 
F 


- 
— 
9 * — : 
— Ie a 1 
— > 


&.. N 
«% * & > 

0 8 . PWR — 
= 


” 2 
z: —4¾ 
— 


nn 


Ad. 
——— 
* o 
= 


hs. Ate. hd. 


F 


8 a 0 62 ) 


| by them, and make them afraid of run % 


ning back again, ſo long as they had one 
a to myei in the wet.” 


"Tax pobn rn Une. 


80 again, Fourthly, how unlike to theſe 
men's paffions will thoſe be that have all 
this while ſat ſtill, and have not ſo much 
a8 ſet one foot forward to the kingdom of 
heaven. Surely he that backflideth, and 
he that ſitteth ill in fin, they are both of 
one mind: the one he will not ſtir, be- 
cauſe he loveth his fins, and the things of 
this world; the other, he runs back again, 
deeauſe he loveth his ſins, and the things 
ok this world. 1s it not one and the ſame 
ming! They are all one here, and ſhail 
not one and the ſame hell hold them here- 
after? He is an ungodly one that never 
looked after Chriſt, and he is an ungodly 
one that did once Jook after him, and then 
ran quite back again; and therefore that 
word muſt certainly drop out of the mouth 
of Chriſt againſt them both, Depart from 
me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels, Mat ii. 5. 
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Pp Again, here you may ſee in the next 
place, that is, they that will have heaven 
muſt run fox it: then this calls aloud to 
them that began but à while ſince to run, 
I fay for them ig mend their pace, if they 
intend to win. Vou know that they who 
come hindmoſt had need run faſteſt 
Friend, I tell thee, there be them that 
have run ten years to thy one, nay, twenty ÞK 
to five, and yet, if, thou talk wah them, © 
ſometimes they will fay, they doubt they 
will. come late enqugh. How then will it 
0 * be withthee? Look to it, therefore, that 
mou delay no time, not an hour's time, 
bat part ſpeedily with all, with everything 
that is an hindrance to thee in th Jour. = 
ney, and run; yea, and ſo run that thou 


mayeſt obtain. 
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Again, Sixthly, You'that are old pro: 
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feſſars, take you heed that the young ili p- 


lings of Jeſus, that began to ſtrip but the q 
other day, do pot out run you, ſo as to have 


that ſeripture fulfilled-on * The firſt 
ſ, 


ſhall be laſt, and the laſt which will 
de a ſhame to you, and a credit for them. 
What, for a young ſoldier to be more cou- 
rageous than he that hath been uſed to 
wars? To you that are hindmoſt, I ſoy, 
ſtrive to out- run them that are before 

ou; and you that are foremoſt, I ſay, 

old your ground, and keep before them 


im faith and. love, if. poſſible, for indeed 


that is the right running, for one to ſtiive 


to oat- run another; even for the hind- 
moſt to endeavour, to overtake the fore- 


X. 


moſt, and he that is before ſhould be ſure 


to lay om himſelf to keep his ground, 
deen to the very utmoſt. But then, 


1 
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| Again, how. baſely do they behave 
themſelves, how unlike are they to win, 


that think it enough to keep company 
with the hindmoſt? There are ſame men 


. r "I 
that profeſs themſelves ſuch as run for 
heaven as well as any, yet if therz be but 
any lazy, flothful, cotd, hal-hearted pro- 
feſſors in the country, they will be ſure 
to take example by them. They think 
if they can but keep pace with them, 
they ſhall do fair; but they do not con- 
fider that the hindwoſt loſe the prize. 
| You may know, if you will, that it coſt 
the fooliſh! virgins. dear for their coming 
too late. They that were ready, went in 
with him, and the door was ſhüt. After- 
werd {mark afterward] came the other, 
(the fooliſh virgins) ſaying, Lord, open to 
us: but he anſwered, and ſaid, Depart, I 9 


know you not, Mat. xxv. Depart, lazy 


profeſſors, flothful profeſſors. Oh! me- 
thinks the word of God is ſo plain for te 

overthrow, of your lazy profeſſors, that it 
is to be wondered men do not take more 
notice of it. How was Lat's wife ſerved 
for running lazily, and for giving but one 


look behind her after the things ſhe left 


in Sodom? How was Eſau ſerved for ſtay- 

ing too long before he came for the bleſ- 

ſing? And how were they ſerved that are 

mentioned in the 13th of Zuke, for ftay- _ 
2 ot * | 3 | . 
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ing till che door was ſhut? alſo the fooliſh 
virgins? An heavy after-groan will they 
give that have ſtayed too long, Gen. xix. 
26. Heb. xii. 17. It turned Lot's wife 
into a pillar of faltz it made Eſau weep 
with an exceeding loud and bitter cry; it 
made Judas hang himſelf; yea, and it 
will make thee curſe the day in which 
thou waſt born, if thou miſs of the king- 
dom, as thou wilt 9 — if his be 
* courſe, But; 
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. how. "a if thou by thy lazy 


running ſhouldſt not only deſtroy thyſelf, 


but alſo thereby be the cauſe of the dam- 
nation of ſome others; for thou, being a 
profeſſor, thou muſt think that others will 
take notice of thee ; and becauſe thou art 
but a poor, cold, lazy runner, and one 
that ſeeks to drive the world and picafuze 
along with thee: Why, thereby others 
will think of doing ſo too. Nay, ſay they, 
why may not we as well as he? He is a 
N and r he ee for * 
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riches, profits; he loveth vain company, 
and is ſo and ſo, and profeſſeth that he 
is going to heaven; yea, and he ſaith alſo 

he doth not fear but he ſhall have enter- 

tainment; let ud therefore keep pace with © 
him, we ſhall fare no worſe than he. 0 
how fearful a thing will it be, if that 
thou ſhalt be inſtrumental to the ruin of 


"Wc 


others, by thy halting in the way of righte- . 


.. ouſneſs! lock to it, thou wilt have 
ſtrength little enough to appear before 
God, to give an account of the loſs 
of thine own foul; thou needeſt not 
have to give an account for. vbthers, ur 
why thou didſt ſtop them from entering 
in. How wilt thou anſwer that ſaying, 
. You would not enter in yourſelves, ;and 
them that would, you hindered; for that 
ſaying will be eminently fulfilled on them 
that through their own idleneſs do keep 
themſelves out of heaven, and, by giving 


of others the ſame example, hinder tim 


An. 
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Therefore now to ſpeak a word to both 
of you, and fo I ſhall conclude. 


— 1 - 


3 
Fiiſt, I beſeceh you in the name of out 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that none of you do 
run ſo lazily in the road to heaven as to 


L  _— 


- binder either yourſelves or others. I 
know that even he who runs lazieſt, if 


he ſhould ſee a man running for a tempo- 
ral life, if he ſhould ſo. much neglect his 
own, well-being in this world as to ven- 


ture, when he is a- running for his lite, to 
pick up here and there a lock of wool that 


hangeth by the way ſide, or to ſtep now 
and then aſide out of the way to gather 
up a ſtraw or two, or any rotten ſtick; 


I fay, if he ſhould do this when he is a- 


running for his life, thou would'ſt con- 
demn him. And doſt thou not condemn 
thyſelf, that doſt the very ſame in effect; 


nay. worſe, that loitereſt in thy race, not- 


withſtanding thy ſoul, heaven, glory, and 


all is at ſtake? Have a care, have a care, 


poor wretched ſinner have a care. 


Secondly, If yet there ſhall be any that, 
nene this advice, will ſtill be 
0 


ſtaggering and loitering in the way to the 


kingdom of glory, be thou ſo wiſe as not 


to take example by them. Learn of no 
man farther than he followeth Chriſt : 
but look unto Jeſus, who is not only the 


EE 
Author and Finiſher of filth, but who 
did, for the joy. that was ſet before him, 
endure the croſ, deſpiſe the ſhame, and is 
now ſet down & the rizht hand of God,” 
Heb. xii.'1, 2. I fay; look to no man to 
learn of hich no farthes than he followeth 
Chriſt; Be ye followers of me (faith Paul) 
even as | am of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 1. 
Theugh he was an eminent man yet his 
exhortation was, that none ſhould fol- 
low him any farther than he kad \ 


Chriſt, 
F 7 | 8 * k . } X * 
PROVOCATION, 
* els Now that ye may. be . to run 


with the foremoſt, take notice of this. 
When Lot and bis wife was running 
from curſed Sodom to the mountains to 
ſave their lives, it is ſaid, that his wife 
looked back from behind him, and ſne 
became a pillar of ſalt; and yet you ſee + 
that neither her practice, nor the judgment 
of God that fell upon her for the lame, 
wonld eauſe Lot to look behind bim. 1 
have {ometimes wondered at Lot in this 
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| EE 8 1% Vite Jocked behind hes 
and died immediately; but let what would 
become of her, Lot would not ſo much as 
look behind him to ſee hgr. We do not 
read that he diq ſo much as once look 
where ſhe was, or what was become of 
her; his heart was indeed upon his jour- 
ney, and well it might: there was the 
mountain before him, and. the fire and 
brimſtone behind him; his life lay at ſtake, 
and he had loſt it if he had but looked 
behind him. Do thou ſo run; and in thy 
race remember Lot's wife, and remem- 
ber her doom; and remember for what 


that doom did overtake her; and re- 


member that God made her an example 
Tor all runners to the end of the 
World; anc take heed thou fall not after 
the ſame example. But, 

II this will not provoke thee, con ſider 
thus, 1. Thy foul is 9 575 own ſoul, 

That is either to be ſave 

halt not loſe my ſoul by thy lazineſs. It 
is thine own ſou}, thine' own eaſe, thine 


Own Peace, thine own advantage or diſad- 


or loſt; thou" 


vantage. If it were my own that thou art 
Wied to be 800d we, ee reaſon 
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ſhould move thee ſomewhat tb pity it 
But, alas! it is thine own, thine own ſoul, 
« What ſhall it profit a man if he ſhall gain 
the whole world and loſe his own ſoul ?? 
Mat. viii. 36. God's people with well 
to the fouls of others, and wilt not thou 
wiſh well to thine own? Aid if this wilt 
not provoke thee, then think 
Again, 2. If thau loſe thy foul, it is 
thou alſo that 'muſt bear the blame. It 

made Cain, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, ſtark mad 
to conſider that he had not looked ta his 
brother Abel's-ſoul. How much more 
will it perplex thee to think that thong 
hadſt not a care of thy own? And if this 
will not provoke thee to beſtir thyſelf, 
think again, 8 9 

3. That if thou wilt not run, the peo- 
ple of God are reſolved to deal with thee 
even as Lot, dealt with his wife, that is, 
leave thee behind them. It may be thou 
haſt got a father, mother, brother, &c. go- 
ing poſt-haſte to heaven, would thou be 
willing to be left behind them? Surely'no, 

Again, 4. Will it not be a diſhonour to 

thee to ſee the very boys and girls in the 

country to have more wit than thyglf F' 
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It may be the ſervants of ſome, as the 
tiorſe-keeper, ploughman, ſcullion, &c. 

is more looking after heaven than their 
maſters. Lam apt to think ſometi 0 

that more ſervants than: maſters, that 
tenants than” landlords, will inhegit the 

kingdom of heaven. But is not this a 
ſhame for them that are fuch ? I am per- 
ſuaded youſcorn that your ſervants ſhout 
ſay. that they are wiſer than you in the 
things of this world; and yet I am bold 
to ſay, that many of them are wiſer than 
you in the things of the world to come, 
which are of greater conceroment. 


— 
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Well then, ſinner, what fot 0 thou,? 
Where is thy heart? Wilt thou run? 
Art thou reſolved to ſtrip, or art thou 
not? 'Thinkequickly, man; it is no dal- 
ing in this matter. Confer not with, 
eſh and blood; lock up to heaven, 17 
ſee how thou likeſt it; alſo to hell, {of 
which thou mayeſt underſtand ſomething 
in my book called A few Sighs from Hell, 
| N 


320 . 
or, The Groans of a Damned Soul, which 
I wiſh thee to read ſeriouſly over) and ac- 
cordingly devote thyſelf. If thou doſt not 
know the way, inquire at the word of 
God. If thou want company, cry for 
God's Spirit. If thou wanteſt encourage- 
ment, entertain the promiſes. But be 
ſure thou begin betimes; get into the 
way; run apace, and hold out to the 
end, and the Lord give thee a proſperous 
journey. 

| FAREWEL. 
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LIFE AND DEATH 


OF 


MR. JOHN BUNYAN. 


DO the 
- | The Righteous ſhall be in everlafling remem- 
' +  brance, PSALM cxii. 6. 


ä 
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R. J. BUNYAN was born at El- 
ſtow, in the county of Bedford, 

within a little mile of that town, in the 

ear 1628, of honeſt, but very poor parents, 
bis original being ſo mean and deſpicable 
(his father by trade a mender of pots or 
kettles, vulgarly called a tinker) that I 
know not in whom the words of the great 
apoſtle to the Gentiles, in his firſt'chap- 
ter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
were more fully exemplified than in Mr. 
Joun Bux TAN; _ words are theſe, © For 
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 / you ſee your calling, brethren, how that 
not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called; 
but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
the world to confound the wiſe, that no 
fleſh might glory in his preſence.” And 
this he hiniſelf was ready upon all occa- 
ſions to own, that God might have the 
glory of his own grace; for tho' his ori- 
ginal and birth was but poor and deſpiſed, 
yet it pleaſed God to chooſe him before 
many others to be an inſtrument for the 
bringing of many ſouls unto God. And 
that the grace of God that was given to 
him may be the more exceedingly mag- - 
nified, we will give fome brief rccount{of 
what he was before the grace of God ap- 
peared to him. | 
His parents took care to give him that 
learning which was ſuitable to their mean 
condition, bringing him up to read and 
write; but ſo great was his natural de- 
aps and his proneneſs to all evil, that 
quickly forgot both, being only wiſe to 
do evil, but to do or learn that which was 
good he had no heart or knowledge; ad- 
dicting himſelf ſo much in his very child- 
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hood to curſing, ſwearing, lying, and blaſ- 
phemy, that he had very few equals in 
wickedneſs; inſomuch that I remember 
1 have heard him ſay, with grief of heart, 
he was a Town-ſinner ; that is to ſay, 
One notoriouſly wicked by all the town 
where he lived; yet was not his con- 
ſcience ſeared. 

But notwithſtanding all this wickedneſs 
of his, God did not utterly leave him, but 
followed him ſometimes with convictions, 
and ſometimes with judgments, but yet 
ſuch as had in them a mixture of mercy. 

At one time he fell into a creek of the ſea, 
and narrowly eſcaped drowning; and at 
another time fell out of a boat into Bed- 
ford river, but there he was alſo preſerved, | 
though with difficulty. But, alas? it was 
neither mercy nor judgment that could 
yet awaken him, for he had given up him- 
ſelf. to the love of. fin, and after it he was 
reſolved to go on, whatever rubs he met 
with in the way. - 

Yer God leftnot himſelf without a wit- 
neſs in his ſoul, often checking him in one 
way or another. As'one day being at Sly 
with is companions, a. voice een 

G3, 
. 


— N 


MES © at, 8 
ſtarted from heaven into his ſoul, ſaying, 
Wilt thou leave thy ſins, and go to hea- 
ven, or have thy ſins, and go to hell? 
This put him into ſuch a conſternation 

that he immediately left the ſport, and, 
looking up to heaven, he thought he ſaw 
the Lord Jeſus looking down upon him, 
and threatening him with ſome grievous 
puniſhments for his ungodly practices, 
But ſee the wiles of Satan: No ſooner 
had this made ſome impreſſion on his mind 
but the devil ſuggeſted to him, That he 
had been a great and grievous ſinner, and 
that it was now too late for him to look 
after heaven, for Chriſt would not forgive 
him, nor pardon his tranſgreſſions. And 
this was no other than the devil's uſual 
practice, firſt for to draw ſinners to com 
mit all iniquity with greedineſs, and then 
to perſuade them there is no hope of mer- 
ey left, that thereby the ſinner may be 
prevailed with to go on in ſin. And this 
was the effect that this ſuggeſtion drew to 
Mr. Bunyan; who looking upon himſelf 
as one that bad ſinned beyond the reach 
of mercy, thought within himſelf that he 
would take his fill of ſin, it being the only 


if 
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Pleaſure he was ever likely to take. And 
yet theſe pleaſures of fin, thro* the won- 
derful operafion of the Holy Spirit, were 


ſo often embittered td him, that he could 
take but little ſatisfaction in them. Thus. 
the labour of the natural man, or man be- 
fore converſion, doth but weary him, be- 
caule he knoweth not the way to the city 
of God, Eccleſ. x. 15. | 
Once being going on in the fulF career 
of fin, and belching out oaths-like the 
madman that Solomon ſpeaks of, who 
ſcatters abroad fire-brands, arrows, and 
death, he was reproved ſeverely by a W 
wan who was a notorious finner herſelf, 
who told him that he was the uglieſt fellow 
for ſwearing that ever ſhe heard in all her 
life; and that by his doing thus, he was . 
able to ſpoil all the youth in the town, if 
they came but into his company. This re- 
proof coming from ſuch a woman, whom 
he knew to be very wicked and ungodly, 
filled him with ſecret ſname, and wrought. 
ore with him than many that had been 
given him before by thoſe that were ſober 
and godly, and made him wiſh that he 
had never known what it was to be a 
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{wearer, and even made him out of love 


with it, and from that time forward even 


much to refrain from it. | 
In a little time after, he fell into the 


company of 2 poor man, who made pro- 


feſſion of religion, whoſe diſcourſe of re- 
ligion and of the. ſcriptures ſo affected 


him that he betook himſelf to reading 


the Bible, eſpecially the hiſtorical parr 
thereof, but was yet ignorant both of the 
corruption and depravity of his nature, 
and, by a neceſſary conſequence, of the 
_ and worth of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave 
im. | | 
However, this produced outward re- 
formation both in his words and life; and 
he now was fallen into a kind of leagal re- 
ligion, working {or life, and making up a 
righteouſheis tor himſelf thereby; ſo that 
while he thought he kept the command- 
ments he had comfort; but when at 
ſometimes he broke any of them, then his 
conſcience was full of guilt and trouble; 
but then upon his ſorrow and repentance 
he healed himſelf again, and thought 
thereby he had made God amegds, and 
all was well. | 


2 ( $1 ) 

And thus he continued for ſome time, 
very near a year, his neighbours all that 
time taking him for a very good man, 
and wondering at his reformation. Vet 
indeed all that time he was às far from 
the way of life as when he was the moſt 
prophane; tho', as himſelf phraſes it, his 
change of life and manners was as re- 
markable, as for a Tom of Bedlam to be- 
come a ſober man. 

And now thoſe that ſpoke ill of him 


before, began to praiſe and commend 


him; which, notwithſtanding his reform- 
mation, puffed him up with pride, and 
filled him with hypocriſy. 

But alas! this was bor lopping off the 
branches of fin, whilſt the root of unre- 
generacy remained. Not long after, the 
providence of God ſo ordered it that Mr, 
Bunyan: went to Bedford to work upon 
his calling, (being his father's trade, a 
tinker) and happened there to hear three 
or four poor women, who were fitting in 
the ſun; diſcourſing together about the 
things of God, which . cauſed him ta 
draw near to them, for he was by this 
tiene himſelf become a mighty talker of 
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religion; but when he had heard them a 
while, as himſelf confeſſed, he heard in- 
deed, but he underſtood not, for they 
ſpoke of things above his reach, diſcour- 
ſing of the new-birth, and the work of 
God on their hearts, and how they were 
convineed of their miſerable ſtate by na- 
ture; talked how God had viſited their 
ſouls with his love in the Lord Jeſus, and 
with what words and promiſes they had 
been refreſhed, comforted and ſupported 
againſt the wiles of the evil-one in par- 
ticular, and told each other by which they 
had been afflicted, and how they were 
borne up under his aſſaults. He heard 
them likewiſe diſcourſe on the wretched- 
neſs of their own hearts, and of their un- 
belief; and contemning and abhorring 
their own righteouſneſs, as filthy and in- 
ſufficient to do them any good. And all 
this appeared to him to be ſpoken with 
ſuch pleaſantneſs of ſcripture- language, 
and with ſuch an appearance of grace in 
all they ſaid, that they ſeemed to him as 
if they had found a ngw world, or asit 
they were people that dwelt alone, an 


were not to be reckoned among: their 
neighbours. 
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It was upon this diſcourſe of theirs that 
he began to feel ſome unuſual agitations 
in his own heart, and to be conſcious to 
himſelf that his condition was not ſo good 
as he had thaught it to be; becauſe in all 
his thoughts about religion and falvation, 
the, new-birth never entered into his 


mind, but found it was a thing he wholly 


was a ſtranger to, and unacquainted with; 
nor did he ever know the comfort of a 
word of promiſe, nor the deceitfulneſs 
and treachery of his own wicked heart: 
and as for ſecret thoughts, he had never 
taken any notice of them, nor did he at 
all underſtand what Satan's temptations 
were, nor how they were to be withſtood 
or reſiſted. 

But, however, this diſcourſe of theſe 
good women mightily affected him, and 
made him very deſirous to hear farther 
of theſe things; and therefore he made 
it his buſineſs to be going often into the 
company of thoſe people, for God had 
touched his heart by their diſcourſe, and 
he could not ſtay away. And fo intent 
was his mind upon the knowledge of theſe 


n 
things, that his heart was like the horſe- 
leech at the vein, ſtill crying out, G ve, 
give,” Prov. xxx. 15, And now nothing 
but the revelation of the myſtery. of faith 

in his own heart could ſatisfy him, for his 
whole ſoul was ſo fixed on eternity, and 
the things of the kingdom of God, fo far 
as he knew, that neither pleaſures nor pro- 
fits, perſuaſions nor threats, could make 
him let go his hold; inſomuch that I 
have heard him ſay, That it would then 
have been as difficult at that time to have 
taken his mind from heaven to earth, as 
he found it often ſince to get it from earth 
to heaven. " 

But after Divine Grace had been thus 
kindled in his heart, the devil ſtrove hard, 
by divers winds of temptations, to blow 
it out again, cauſing him to make ſeveral 
objections againſt himſelf, as that he was 
caſt away, and one that had no faith, and 
never could have any, becauſe he was not 
elected. 

He was a long time troubled with very 
fore temptations, as I faid before, and 
three things there were that the 'Tempter 
made uſe of to try him: one great thing 

<> ; : 
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was, the queſtioning of his faith, having 
frequently ſuch thoughts as thele injected 
into his mind, How if you want faith ? 
And how can you tell if you have faith ? 
This put him to great perplexities. He 

knew not that he had it, and yet without 
it he ſaw he was like to peri for ever. 
So that though at firſt he was willing to 
overlook it, yet conſidering of how great 
moment it was for him to be ſatisfied 
therein, he was willing to put himſelf upon 
the trial, whether he had faith or not, 
But while he was conſidering how he 
ſhould make a ſatisfactory trial of this 
matter, the Tempter ſought to gain an 
Advantage upon him, coming in with this 
deluſion, that there was no way for him 
to try whether he had faith but trying to 
work ſome miracle; nor wanted he ſcrip- 
ture to back it; for, as he diag the 

ſcriptures when he tempted our bleſſed 
Lord, ſo did he alſo the word of our 
bleſſed Saviour, in tempting this his ſer- 
vant, urging, Mat. xvii. 20. If ye have 
faith as a grain of muſtard- feed, ye ſhall 
ſay unto this mountain, remove hence to 
poorer place, and it = remove, and nog 


thing ſhall be impoſſible to you. This 
temptation proceeded ſo far, that one day _ 
Mr. Bunyan being between Elſtow and 
Bedford (the temptation being then hot 
upon him to try his faith by doing ſome 
miracle) he was about to fay to ſome 
3 were then in the horſe- pad, 
dry; and juſt as he was going to ſpeak, 
this thought came into his mind, pray 
firſt, that God would make you able: 
and when he was about ſo to pray, he 
had ſome ſecret impulſe that prevailed 
with him not to put his faith upon trial. 
And fo he continued, for ſome time, at a 
eat loſs, nor knowing whether he had 
aith or not. 3 
But after he had paſſed many days in 
this diſconſolate ſtate, it pleaſed the Fa, 
ther of mercies to ſhine upon his ſoul, by 
that bleſſed word, Luke xiv. 22, 23. 
Compel them to come in, that my houſe” 
may be filled: And yet there is room. 
Theſe laſt words gave him abundant con- 
ſolation, and were a full anſwer to Satan's 
ſuggeſtions that the day of grace was paſt. 
Many more were his temptations at } 
ſundry times, and on divers occaſions, but 
God delivered them out, of them all, and 


1 


* 


_ power, and ſo exceedingly to their edifica- 


LF 
* 
0 f . 


— 


( 87 ) 


at laſt ſet his feet in a large place, filling 


his ſoul with joy and gladneſs. k 
About the year 1653 he was baptized, 


and. admitted a member of the church at 


Bedford, who hawing had experience of 
the grace of God that was in him, and 
how eminently God had fitted him for - 


the work of the miniſtry, he was earneſtly 
deſired by the congregation to commu- 


nicate to them thoſe ſpiritual gifts with 
which God had bleſſed him. He at firſt 
very modeſtly excuſed himſelf, out of a 
ſenſe of his own weakneſs and inability ; | 
but, being farther preſſed unto it by them, 

he conſented ; but, thro” his baſhfulveſs, - 


did at firſt decline a public aſſembly, and 


diſpenſed his gift only in private among: 


friends; but it was with as much. life an 


tion, that they could not but give thanks 
to the Father of. mercies for the great 
grace he had beſtowed upon him. 
After this, when ſome. of the congre- 
gation were ſent for into the country to 
teach, they defired Mr. Bunyan to go 


along with them, which he accordingly 
did, and by their perſuaſion did exerciſe 
his gift (but till privately) among the 


* 
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dood people where he came, which they 


of God ſhewed towards him, profeſſing 


upholder and maintainer of unlawful aſ- 
forming to the Church of England. Mr. 
rit, and would not diſſemble to fave him- 

ſelf, eſpecially in his Maſter's cauſe, and 
frankly owned his being at a meeting, 
and preaching to the people, and that he 


was a diſſenter from the eſtabliſhed wor- 
ſhip, acknowledging (as the apoſtle Paul 


which they called hereſy, ſo worſhipped 


took this open and plain dealing with 


ment, becauſe he refuſed to conform, in 
arliament. Upon which he was again 


committed to priſon ; where, though his 
ſentence of baniſhment was never execu- 


. 


alſo received with rejoicing at the merey 


their ſouls very greatly edified thereby. 
At the ſeſſions he was indicted for an 


ſemblies and conventicles, and for not con- 


Bunyan was a man of free and open ſpi- 


had done before him) * that after, the way 
he the God of his fathers.* The Juſtices 


them for a confeſſion of the indictment, - 
and fentenced him to perpetual baniſh- 


28 of an act made by the then 


ted upon him, yet he was kept in priſon 
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for twelve years together, bearing that te- 
dious impriſonment in an uncomfortable 
and cloſe priſon, .and fometimes under 
cruel and oppreſſive gaolers, with that 
Chriſtian patience and preſence of mind 
as became a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſuch a cauſe as he was engaged in, and 
| ſuffered for. * 
But tho? his enemies ſtirred up there- 
to were very many, yet were they with- 
held by a Divine gower from executing 
the ſentence of his*baniſhment, for God 
had other work for him to doin England: 
and when his bondg«and impriſonment, 
thro? the over-ruling providence of that 
God who is both wonderful in counſel 
and excellent in working, tended much 
to the furtherance of. the goſpel, and by 
his ſufferings here, he confirmed and 
ſealed the truth which before he had 
preached. * _- 3 
It was by making him a viſit in priſon 

that I firſt ſaw him, and became acquaint- 
ed with him; and I muſt profeſs I could 
not but look upon him to be a man of 
an excellent ſpirit, zealous for his Ma- 
ſter's honour, and 1 y committing 
| | HT | 


„ 
all his own concernments unto God's 
diſpoſal, When I was there, there were 
above ſixty diſſenters befides himſelf there, 
taken but a little before at a religious 
meeting at Kaiſtoe, ini the county of Bed- 
ford, beſides two eminent diſſenting mi- 


niſters, to wit, Mr. Wheeler and Mr. 


Dun, both well known in Bedfordſhire, 
(though long ſince with God) by which 
- means the priſon was very much crowd- 
ed; yet in the midſt of that hurry, which 
ſo many new ——_ occaſioned, I have 
heard Mr. Bunyan both. preach and pray 
with that mighty ſpirit of faith, and ple- 
rophory of Divine aſſiſtance, that has 
made me ſtand and wonder. | 
Nor did he, while he was in priſon, 
ſpend his time in a ſupine and careleſs 
manner, nor eat the bread of idleneſs; _ 
for there have I been witneſs that his 
own hands have miniſtered to his and his 
family's neceſſities; making many hun- 
dred grofs of long- tagg'd laces, to fill up 


the vacancies of his time, which he had 


learned for that purpoſe fince he had been 
in priſon. There alſo I furvey'd his library, 
the leaſt, and yet the beſt that ever I ſaw, 


e 
conſiſting only of two books, a bible, 
and the book of martyrs. And during his 
impriſonment (fince 1 have ſpoke. of his 
library) he writ ſeveral excellent and uſe- 
ful treatiſes, particularly, the Holy City, 
Chriſtian Behavjour, the Reſurrection of 
the Dead, and Grace abounding to the 


chief Sinners; with ſeveral others... 


[ cannot leave the ſubject of his impri- 


f ; 9 
- |; Nonment, till. I have given the reader a 


taſte of his experiences there: He pro- 
feſſed he never had fo great an inlet all 
his life into the word of God as then. 
Thoſe ſcriptures that he ſaw nothing in 
before, were, when in prifon, made to 
ſhine upon him. Jeſus Chriſt alſo was 
never more real and apparent to him 
than then, for there, ſaid he, I have ſeen 
him and felt him indeed. And that word, 
2 Pet. ii. 16, * We have not preached un- 
to you cunningly deviſed fables, was a 
bleſſed word unto him there; he has at 
ſometimes been fo carried up above all 
fears and temptations that he has been 
able to laugh at deſtruction, and to fear 
neither the horſe nor his rider. There it 
was that God gave him ſweet and pre- 


x 2 22 


* 
l 
ia, 
ip 
[] 
4 
41 
15 
"47 
#- 
141 
. | 
g ' 
k 
0 * 
U Ly N 
28 
ö 


2 ES 
Tikes \ a 
- * = * 
* 32 
9 _ 


Ron 


Y — 23 
—— = 
. x 
* 


PTY 


#.. OC: 


cious ſights of the forgiveneſs of his fin, 
and, of being with Jeſus in another world. 


Yea, there it was that he found upon 
every temptation God ſtood by him, and 
rebuked the Tempter. wi 

But notwithſtanding all this, he found 


he was a man compaſſed with infirmities, 


and that a concernment for his poor wife 


'and children would nowand then bethruſt- 


ing in, the parting from whom would be 


to him like the pulling of his fleſh from 


his bones; (for he was both a loving and 
tender huſband, and an indulgent father, 
perhaps ſomewhat to a fault) and the ma- 
ny miſeries, hardſhips, and the want that 
his poor family was like to meet withal 
if he ſhould be taken from them, would 
often come into his mind, eſpecially his 
daughter who was blind, which lay 


O 


nearer his heart than all the reſt; and 


the thought of her enduring hardſhip, 
would at ſometimes be almoſt ready to 
break his heart. But he found God gra- 
cious to him, even in this particular alſo; 
greatly ſupporting him by theſe two ſcrip- 


tures. Fer. xlix. 11, and Chap. xv. 11, 


Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will pre- 


* 


* 
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© ferve them alive: and let thy widows 
truſt in me.“ The Lord ſaid, Verily it 
ſhall go well with thy remnant; verily I 
will cauſe the enemy to treat thee well 
in the time of evil. + | 1 
After this bleſſed mian had . 
twelve years and a half impriſonment for 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and 
ſtopt the mouths of his greateſt enemies, 
by his holy, harmleſs, and inoffenſive 


_ converſation ; it pleaſed God to ſtir up 


the heart of Dr, Barlow, Biſhop of Lin- 
cColn, to be a means of deliverance, which 
I mention to the Biſhop's honour. | 

After this being at liberty, he would 
frequently look back upon former delive- 


F. ances, and bleſs God: of which ſome 


were exceeding remarkable, and none 
more ſo than that which I am going to 
relate: Being a ſoldier in the parſiament's 
army at the fiege of Leiceſter, in the year 
1645, he was drawn out to ſtand centinel, 

ut another ſoldier Benn deſired to 
go in his room; which Mr. Bunyan con- 
ſenting to, he went, and as he ſtood cen- 
tinel there, was ſhot in the head with a 
muſket-ball, and died. This was a deli- 
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verance that Mr. Bunyan would often 


mention, but never without giving thanks 
to God. 


The laſt act of his life was a labour of | 
love and charity ; for a young gentleman, 


who was Mr. Bunyan's neighbaur, hav- 


ing fallen into the diſpleaſure of his father, 
he defired Mr. Bunyan to be the inſtru- 
ment of making up the breach, which he 
both undertook and effected; but in his 
return to London, being overtaken with 
exceſſive rains, and coming unto his lodg- 
ings very wet, which was Mr. Strudwick's 


à grocer at the Star upon Snow- Hill, he 


fell ſick of a violent fever, which he bore 
with much conſtancy and patience, re- 
ſigning himſelf up to the will of God, and 
deſiring to be dilfolvedd, that he might be 
with Chriſt; and in this holy frame of 
ſpirit, after a fickneſs of ten days, he 
breathed out his ſoul into the hands of 
his bleſſed Redeemer, following his happy 
Pilgrim from the city of Deſtruction to 
the heavenly Jeruſalem. | 


» 


© 1 by res % of 


\- - LAST.SERMON 


| or * * 
MR. JOHN BUNYAN,_ 
Jops i i. 13. 


Which were born not of Blood, * of the 


„Will of the Fleſh, nor 4 ih, Will » 
| Aan but of God. | 4 f 


HE 3 have a dependence on 

what goes before, and therefore I 

mult direct you to them for the right un- 

derſtanding of it. You have it thus, He 

came to his own, but his own received 
him not; but as many as believed on him, 
to them gave he power. to become the 

Tons of God, even to them which believe 
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on his name : Which were born, not of 
. blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. In the 
words before you have two things. 
Firſt, Some of his own rejecting him 
when he offered himſelf to them, 
Secondly, Others of his own receiving 
him, and making him welcome; thoſe 
that reject him, he alſo paſſes by; but 
. thoſe that receive bim, he gives them 
power to become the ſons of God, Now, 
leſt any one ſhould look upon it as good 
luck or fortune, ſays he, They were 
© born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
© the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
© God ;* They that did not receive him., 
they were only born of fleſh and blood; 
but thoſe that receive him, they have God 
to their Father, they receive the doctrine 
of Chriſt with a vehement defire. _ 
iſt, I'll ſhew you what he means by 
blood : they that believe are born of it, 
as an heir to an inheritance ; they are 
born of God, notof fleſh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God; not of blood, that 
is, not by generation, not born tg the 
kingdom of heaven by the 5 7 not 


. 
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becauſe I am the ſon of a godly man or 
woman, that is meant by blood, As xvit., 
26. He has made of one bloodall nations: - 
But when he ſays here, Not of blood, he 
rejects all carnal privileges they did 

| boaſt of. They boaſted they were Abra- 
ham's ſeed ; No, no, ſays he, it is not of 
blood: think not to ſay you have Abra- 
ham to your father, you muſt be born of 
God, if you go to the kingdom of heaven. 

2dly, Nor of the will of the fleſh. What 
muſt we underſtand by that ? 

ft, It is taken for thoſe vehement in- 
clinations that are in man to all manner 
of looſeneſs ; fulfilling the deſires of the 

7 fleſh, that muſt not be underſtood here; 
men are not made the children of God 
by fulfilling their luſtful defires ; it muſt 
be underſtood here in the beſt ſenſe. There 
is not only in carnal men a will to be 
vile, but there is in them a will to be ſaved, 
as alſo, a will to go to heaven : but 
this will not do; it will not privilege a 
man in the things of the kingdom of God ; 
natural defires after the things of another 
world, they are not an argument to prove 
a man ſhal go to heaven whenever he 
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? dies; I am not a freewiller, I do ab- 


hor it, yet there is not the wickedeſt 
man but he defires ſome time or other 


to be ſaved; he will read ſome time or 


other, or it may be pray; but this will 
not do. It is not in him that wills, 
nor in him that runs, but in God that 
ſhews mercy; there is willing and run- 
ning and yet to no purpoſe, Rom. ix. 16. 


„Iſrael which followed after the law of 


righteoufneſs have not obtained it ;* here 
I do not underſtand, as if the apoſtle had 
denied a virtuous courſe of life to be the 
way to heaven; but hat a man without 


grace, though. he have natural gifts, yet 


he ſhall not obtain privilege to go to hea- 


ven, and to be the fon of God: Though 


a man without grace may have a will to 
be ſaved, vet he cannot have that will 


God's way; nature, it cannot know any 


thing but the things of nature; the things 


of God knows no man, but by the Spirit 


of God; and unleſs it be in you, it will leave 
you, on this ſide the gates of heaven; 
Not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 


nor of the will of man, but of God,” It 
may be ſome may have a will, a deſire that 


Iſhmael may be faved ; know this, it will 
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not ſave thy child. If it was our will, I 
would have all go to heaven; how many 
is there in the world that pray for their 
children, and cry for them, and ready to 
die, and this will not do? God's will 
is the rule of all; it is only through Jeſus 
Chriſt, * Which were born, not of the fleſh, _ 
nor of the will of man, but of God.“ 
Now I come to the doctrine. N 
Men that believe in, Jeſus Chriſt, to 
the effectual receiving of Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are born to it: he does not ſay they 
ſhall be born to it, but they are born to it; 
born of God, unto God, and the things 
of God, before he receives God to eternal 
ſalvation: Except a man be born again 
he cannot ſee into the kingdom of 
God. Now unleſs he be born of God 
he cannot ſee it: Suppoſe the kingdom 
of God be what it will, he cannot ſee it 
before he be begotten of God: Suppoſe it 
be the goſpel, he cannot ſee it before he 
_be brought into a ſtate of regeneration: 
_ "Believing is the conſequence of new birth. 
Not of blood, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.“ * Wigs 
Firſt, I will give you a clear diſtinction 
of it under one ſimilitude or two. A child 


— 


(100 


before it be born into the world is in the 
dark dungeon of its mother's womb ; ſo. 
a child of God before he is born again, 
is in the dark dungeon of ſin, ſees nothing 


of the kingdom of God, therefore it is 
called à new- birth; the ſame ſoul has love 


one way in its carnal condition, another 


way when it is born again. 

econdly, As it is compared to a birth 
reſembling a child in his mother's womb z 
ſo'it is compared to a man being raiſed 


out of the grave ; and to be born again, 


is to be raiſed out of the grave of ſin: 


Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 


the dead, 'and Chriſt ſhall give thee life. 


To be raifed from the grave of fin, it is 
to be begotten and born, R.. i. 5. 


'There is a famous inſtance of Chriſt ; he 
15 the firſt begotten from the dead, he 1s 
the firſt born from the dead, unto which 
our regeneration alludeth, that is, if you 
be born again by ſeeking thoſe things that 
are above, then there is a fimilitude be- 
twixt Chriſt's reſurrection and the new- 


birth, which was born, which was reſto- 


red out of this dark world, and tranſlated 


out of the kingdom of this datk world 


into the kingdom of his dear Son, and 
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made us live a new life; this is to be born 
again, and he that ig delivered from his 
mother's womb, it is by the help of tze 
mother; ſo that he is born of God, it is 
by the Spirit of God; I muſt give you a 
few conſequences of the new-birth. 
Firſt of all, A child you know is inci- 
dent to cry as ſoon as it comes into the 
world, for if there be no noiſe, they ſay 
it is dead; you that are born of God; and 
Chriſtians, if you be not criers, there is 
no ſpiritual life in you ; if you be born of 
God you are crying ones, as ſoon as he 
has raiſed you out of the dark dungeon of 
fin, you cannot but cry to God, What | 
muſt I do to be ſaved ? As ſoon as ever 
74 Gog had touched the goaler, he cries out, 
Men and brethren, what muſt I do to be 
ſaved? Oh ! how many prayerlels profeſ- 
ſors is there in London, that never pray? 
Coffeehouſes will not let you pray, trades 
will not let you pray, looking-glafſes will 
not let you pray; but if you, was born of 
God, you would. 5 A | 
. Secondly, It is not only natural for a2 
child to ery, but it muſt erave the breaſt, 
it cannot live without the breaſt, therefore 
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Peter makes it the true trial of a new- 
born babe: the new- born babe deſires 
the ſincere milk of the word, that he may 
grow thereby; if you be born of God, 
make it manifeſt by deſiring the breaſt of 
God: do you long for the milk of the 
promiſes ? a man lives one way when he 
is in the world, another way when he is 
brought before Jeſus Chriſt, //a.. Ixvi, 
They ſhall ſuck and be fatisfied : if you 
be born again, there is no ſatisfaction till 
you get the milk of God's word into your 
ſouls, ver. 11. To fuck and be ſatisfied 
with the breaſts of conſolation: O what 
is this promiſe to a carnal man? a whore- 
houſe, it may be, is more ſweet to him; 
but if you be born again you cannot live 
without the milk of God's word: what is 
a woman's breaſt to a horſe ? But what 
is it to a child? there is its comfort night 
and day, there is its ſuccournight and day: 
O how loth are they it ſhould be taken 
from them { minding heavenly things, 
ſays a carnal man, is but vanity, but to a 
child of God, there is his comfort. 
Thirdly, A child that is newly born, if - 
it have not other comforts to keep it warm 
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than it had in its mother's womb, it dies; 
it muſt have ſomething got for its ſuecour; 
ſo Chriſt had ſwaddling-clothes prepared 
for him; ſo thoſe that are born again'muſt 
have ſome promiſe of Chriſt to keep them 
| alive; thoſe that are in a carnal ſtate, they 
warm themſelves with other things; but 
thoſe that are born again, they cannot 
live without ſome. promiſe of Chrut 
to keep them alive; as he did to the 
poor infant in Ezekzel xvi. I covered 
© thee-with embroidered gold: and when 
women are with child, what fine things 
will they prepare for their child? O but 
what fine things has Chriſt prepared to 
| wrap all in that are born again! O what 
vl. wrappings of gold has Chriſt prepared 
- B14 = for all that are born again! Women will 
dreſs their children, that every one may 
ſee how fine they are, ſo he in Ezekiel 
xvi. 11. © I decked thee alſo with orna- 
ments, and I alſo put bracelets upon thine 
© hands, and a chain on thy neck, and I 
put a jewel on thy forehead, and ear- 
© rings in thine ears, and a beautiful crewn 
© upon thine head ;3* and fays he in the 
. 13th verſe, * Thou didft proſper to a king- 
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dom.“ This is to ſet out nothing in the 


world but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and the graces of the Spirit,” without 
which a new-born babe cannot live, un- 
leſs they have the golden righteouſneſs of 
_ Chriſt. 

Fourthly, A child when it is in its mo- 
ther's lap, the mother takes great delight 


co have that which will be for its comfort; 


ſo it is with God's children, they ſhall be 
kept on his knee, {/aiah lxvi. 11. They 
ſhal ſuck and be ſatisfied with the breaſts 
of her conſolation,” ver. 13. As one whom 


his mother comforteth, fo will I comfort 


you.“ There is a ſimilitude in theſe things 
mat nobody knows of, but thoſe that are 
born again, 

Fifthly, There is uſually ſome ſimili- 
tude betwixt the father and the child; it 
may be the child looks like the father: ſo 
thoſe that are born again, they have a new 
ſimilitude, they have the image of Jeſus 


Chriſt; Gal. iv. Every one that is born of 


God has ſomething of the features of hea- 
ven upon him; men love thoſe children 
that Ire likeſt them : ſo does God his chil- 
dren; therefore they are called the chil- 

-dren of God; but others do not look like 
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him, therefore they are called Sodomites. 
Chriſt deſcribes. the children of the devil 
by their features; the children of the de- 
vil his works they will do: all works f 
unrighteouſneſs they are the devil's works: . 
if you are earthly, you have bore the 
image of the earthly ; it heavenly, you 
have bore the image of the heavenly. - 
Sixthly, When a man has a child, he 
trains him up to his own likiny, they 
have learned the cuſtom of their father's 
houſe ; fo are thoſe that are born of God, 
they have learned the cuſtom of the true 
church of God, there they learn to cry, 
My F ather, and, my God ;* they are 
brought up in God's houſe, they learn 
A7. the method and form of God's houſe, 
for regulating their lives in this world. 
Sebenthly, Children, it is natural for 
them to depend upon their father for 
what they want; if they want a pair of 
ſhoes, go and tell him; if they want bread, 
go and tell him; ſo ſhould the children of 
God do. Do you want ſpiritual bread? go 
tell God of it. Do you want ſtrength of 
grace? aſkitof God. Do you want firength . 
againſt Satan's temptations ? £0 and tell 4 
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God of it. When the devil tempts you,. 
run home and tell your heavenly Father: 
go pour out your complaints to God, 
Tis is natural to children, if any wrong 
them they go and tell their fathers; ſo do 
thoſe that are born of Gog, when they 
meet with temptations, ga and tell God 
of hem. | 
The firſt uſe is this, to make ſtrict in- 
quiry, whether you be -born. of God or 
not. Examine by thoſe things I laid down 
before, of a child of nature and a child of 
grace; are you brought out of the dark 
dungeon of this world into Chriſt? Have 
you learned to cry, my Father? Fer. iii. 16. 
And I ſaid, thou ſhalt call me thy Father. 
All God's children are cryers; cannot you -. 
be quiet without a belly-full of the milk 
of God's word; cannot you be ſatisfied 
without you have peace with God? Pray 
you conſider it, and be ſerious with your- 
ſelves; if you have not theſe marks, you 
fall ſhort of the kingdom of God, you 
ſhall never have an intereſt there; there 
is no intruding: They will ſay, Lord, 
. Lord, open to us, and he will ſay, I know 
Wee? No child of God, no heavenly 
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| inheritance. We mation give fome- 
thing/to thoſe that are not our children, 
but not our lands. O do not flatter your- 
ſelves with a portion among the ſons, un- 
leſs you live like ſons; when we ſee a 
| king's ſon play with a beggar, this is un- 
becoming; ſo if you be the king's chil- 
Aren, live like the king's childten; if 
you be riſen with St, ſet your af.” 
fections on * above, and not on 
things below; when you come /toge- 
ther talk of what your father promiſed 
you; you ſhould all love your Father's 
will, and be content and pleaſed with the 
exerciſes you meet with in the world; 
| if you are the children of God live toge- 
7. ther lovingly ; if the world quarrel you, it 
is no matter; but it is ſaid if you quarrel 
together; if this be amongſt you, tis a 
k ' fign of ill breeding; it is not according to 
the rules you have in the word of God. 
Doſt thou ſee a ſoul that has the image of 
God in him? Love him, love him; f 
this man and I muſt go to heaven one day's. 3 
ſerve one another, do good to ont 208 
ther, and if any wrong you pray to God® 
to right you, and love the brotherhood, 
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Laſliy, If you be the children of God, 
learn that leſſon, gird up your loins of 
your mind as obedient en "not fa- 
ſhioning yourſelves according to your for- 
mer converſation, but be ye holy in all 
manner of converſation : conſider that the 
holy God is your Father, and let this 
oblige you to live like the children of God, 
that you may look your Father in the 
face with comfort another day, 
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